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STUDEN T, Ge. 


SI X, 


K XXLL the Learning peculiarly ne- 
Ty ceſſary and proper to a Chriſtian, 
5 .eſpecially to one who deſigns 


M. X himſelf for Holy Orders, is com- 
priſed under the four following Heads, the 


Holy Scriptures, the Works of the ' Fathers, 
Church Hiſtory, and Divinity. Under the Head 


of the Works of the Fathers, the Writings of 
learned and pious Men of every Age of the 
Church are juſtly ranked; as the Lives of all 
holy Perſonages are one of the faireſt Por- 

B | tions 


(2) 
tions of Church Hiſtory. Divinith, eſpecial- 
ly that which is diſtinguiſhed by the Name 


of Poſitive, is little more than a Science 


reſulting from the three former Heads, 
reduced to Art and Method; and that 
which is termed Speculative is nothing but 
Reaſonings, Deductions and Concluſions, 
drawn from the ſame Heads, particularly 
from the Scriptures. This I take to be a 
juſt and adequate Notion of Eccleſiaſtical 
Learning; a Student in Divinity ſhould make 


this his firſt Object, and ſhould keep it con- 


ſtantly in view during the whole courſe of 
his Studies. And thus, as Ariſtotle has ob- 
ſerved , The perfect Knowledge of any thing 
conſiſts in being acquainted with the Cauſes in 


@ohich it is contained. 


I $HALL begin with the Scriptures; the 


beſt way of ſtudying them, is to be very 
converſant, not with Commentators, but the 
Text. Read it from the beginning to the 


end, without the help of any Expoſitor: 


Attention and Aſſiduity will ſupply the want 
of a Commentary. On the ſecond reading, 


* Met. I. ch. 3. & 1. Poſt. C. 2. 
2 a great 
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a great part of the Difficulties which oc- 


curred in the firſt, will diſappear ; a third 
reading will clear up more, and the- oftner 
you read it, the better you will underſtand 
not only the Literal but the ſpiritual Senſe 
of it. Beſides attending the public Lecture, 
you ſhould give half an hour a day to this 
Study : Its Dignity and Importance require 
it ſhould be conſidered as the chief Branch 

of Divinity; and I am ſorry it does net 
always ſeem to have that Time and Atten- 
tion aflotted in ſome Colleges and Univerſities, 
which it deſerves, and which might well be 
ſpared from Occupations by no means com- 
parable to this. ſhould deſire that the 


Study of the Scriptures might be put on 


ſuch' a footing as to have them all read and 
explained within four Years. By this Me- 
thod all the Students in Divinity would be- 
come acquainted with them, and carry on 


this Study with their others. But when this 


Lecture is appointed at ſuch an Hour that 


it cannot fail of being frequently omitted; 


or is given in ſuch a manner that a great 
deal of time is employed in explaining very 
little of the Scripture, every prudent Perſon 

B25: muſt 
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muſt perceive how ſhort of the Mark ſuch 
Aims muſt be..—The H:/torical Books of 
the Old Teſtament, with thoſe of, Wiſdom, 
might be read and explained the fit Year ; 
the Prophets, the ſecond; the Goſpels, the 
Acts, and the Apocalypſe, the third; and the 
Epiſtles, the fourth. As this Diviſion ſeems 
very practicable and eaſy, I have ventured 
to propoſe it. I think all the Divines ſhould 
be preſent at this Lecture, and be inſtructed 
to look on it as the moſt delightful and 
uſeful part of Theological Studies ; the Scri- 
ptures being, as St. Hierom molt truly ſays 
of them *, the Summary and Abridgment of 
all Theology.——After this ſhort, and per- 
haps impertinent Remark on the publick 
Method of teaching the Scriptures, I am 
going back to thoſe Reflections which may 
be ſerviceable to you in your private Studies. 
When you have read, as I ſaid, the 
Text of the Scriptures twice or thrice from 
the Beginning to the End, it will be expe- 
dient to gather from the Writings of others 
thoſe Lights with which your own Under- 
ſtanding, aſſiſted by the Holy Spirit, does 


* Breviarium & Compendium totius Theologiæ. 
not 


(5) 

not furniſh you. For we ought firſt to ex- 
ert our own Faculties, and then call in Suc- 
cour, not to favour our Lazineſs, but re- 
lieve our Wants. The Produce of our own 
Stock will always be more laſting, as well 
as pleaſant and advantageous than any thing 
we can borrow from others. Now a few 
Commentators ſuffice, if they are well choſen 
and well digeſted. I ſhould diſſuade you 
from undertaking to read many, or thoſe 
who are very voluminous ; the Senſe and 
Spirit of the Text, is loſt in the explanation 
of it. The Comment appears like a wide 
Ocean, in which the Author is ſunk and 
ſcarce raiſes his Head *. Beſides, ſuch Works 
are always full of things foreign to the 
meaning of the Text, and, however fraught 


* Quis enimvero non cohorreſcit, commovetur ſaltem, 
ubi immenſum videt illud Scholiorum quaſi pelagus, in quo 
demerſus Author atque obrutus, vix effert ſummum caput. 
Olivet. Pref. in Cic. 

Neque opprimere aggredimur commentariorum mole vi- 
vidos Scripturarum ſenſus . . . neque cibos ad fatietatem 
oggerimus; ſed acuere nitimur meditandi quærendique cu- 
piditatem ipsa Scripturz eopià ac veritate ſatiandam ... , 
interim lectorem optamus tam diligentem fieri, ut notis 
quam minimum indigeat. Boſſuet, Pref. in Prov, Sala. 
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with Erudition, or even Piety, cannot but 
diſpleaſe a judicious Reader, who can ap- 
prove of nothing but what is in its proper 
place. — Thoſe Authors likewiſe who re- 
fine too much, are to be read with no leſs 
caution ; particularly in our firſt ſtudies of 
ſacred Literature; for as the Former incum- 
ber the Scriptures with an exuberance of 


their own Learning, ſo theſe ſpin out their 


plainneſs and ſincerity into ſmall Threads 
and Subtleties, which are, indeed, of won- 
derful fineneſs for the Work, but of little 


ſubſtance and profit. Such Curioſities in- 


ſtead of inſtructing the Learner, often puz- 
zle and make him giddy: they turn Reality 
into a Shadow, and Truth into a Dream; 


* Cavenda in Sacrz Scripturæ explanatione nimia ſubtili- 
tas & argutia. Cornelius d Lapide. 

Prudentem ſemper admoneo Lectorem ut non ſuperſti- 
tioſis acquieſcat interpretationibus, & quæ commaticè pro 
fingentium dicuntur arbitrio; ſed conſideret priora, media, 
& ſequentia, & nectat ſibi univerſa que dicta ſunt, &. 
Hieronymus. 

Verborum minutiis frangunt Rerum pondera. 

—— Non abſtruſa & recondita, hoc eſt, plerumque 
vana, fed apta atque accommodata ad ſimplicem litteralem- 
que iatelligentiam, Boſſuet, Pref. in Pſal. 

and, 


(7) 
and, as Seneca obſerves, when things are 
molt refined, they are neareſt nothing. 


AmMoNnNGsT all the Commentators, who 
have kept clear of theſe and all other Ex- 
tremes, and are moſt ſuited to a Beginner in 
the Study of the Scriptures, I ſhould give 
the Preference to Menochius. The diſtin- 
guiſhing Character of this Author is Judg- 
ment: He had the Advantage of writing 
after the moſt able Authors of the Society of 
Jeſus, Maldonatus, Sa, Mariana, Serarius, d 
Lapide, Ribera and Bonfrere had publiſhed 
their excellent Works; and he has collected 
what is moſt uſeful from thoſe truly great 
Men. His Stile is clear, conciſe and ele- 
gant; he has hardly a ſuperfluous Word, 
and very few Miſtakes. The Preface to his 
Commentaries is very ſhort in compariſon 
with the long and exquiſite Diſſertations of 
Serarius and Bonfrere, but it is ſuited to the 
Plan he had laid down, and of a piece with 
the reſt of his Work. However as ſuch 
general Diſcourſes enlarge the Mind, and 
help it greatly to underſtand the Scriptures 
in a liberal and extenſive manner, I would, 
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by all means, have you converſant with the 


Prefaces of the two laſt mentioned Authors, 
as the moſt perfect that have yet appeared : 
To which you may join the Diſcourſes of the 
ſame kind of A Lapide, and his Canons, 
which are * eſteemed. 


' Tarne has lately appeaied in France a 
Work well deſerving your Attention. It is 
a new Latin Tranſlation of the Old Teſta- 
ment from the Original Tongues, with co- 
pious Prefaces and Critical Notes. The Folio 
Edition in four large Tomes, contains the 
Text, the Tranſlation, the Prefaces and Notes. 
And there is another Edition in eight Tomes 
in 4to, of the Verſion alone, with the Pre- 
faces in two ſeparate Tomes. The Author 
is an Oratorian, his Name Houbigant. He 
does not pretend to a Tranſlation ſtrictly 
and rigidly literal, but ſuch as the difference 


of Idioms will admit. One would almoſt 


imagine it to have been done by the Scribes 
of the Sacred Penmen; Hebrews, yet perfect 
Maſters of the Latin Tongue, The Lan- 
guage 1s pure, the Phraſe conciſe. and ner- 
vous, and does not only give the Senſe and 

Spirit 
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Spirit of the Scriptures, but likewiſe the 
Genius and Manners of thoſe remote Ages 
in which they were writ. This Work, which 
is not more diffuſe than the Vulgate, has the 
exactneſs of a Tranſlation, with moſt of the 
Advantages of a Paraphraſe, and even of a 
Commentary, and anſwers, in great Mea- 
ſure, moſt of the uſeful Purpoſes of both. 
If you read the Pſalms, the Book of Job, 
and the Prophets, which are the moſt diffi- 
cult Parts of the holy Writings, you will 
perceive I have not ſaid more than the Sub- 
ject will bear; and the Work, if you are 
not already acquainted with it, will gain one 
Admirer more. However, I think myſelf 
obliged to caution you againſt this Author's 
Aſſertion concerning the Extent of the Pro- 
phecies of the Old Teſtament, which appears 
to me very faulty; it is the th of thoſe 
Prejudices which he ſets down as obſtacles 
to the right underſtanding the Prophets. 


What I have already taken the Liberty 
to recommend, will alone, - if rightly under- 
ſtood, make you no contemptible Proficient, 
in the moſt divine of All Sciences, and which, 

I hope, 
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Spirit of the Scriptures, but likewiſe the 


Genius and Manners of thoſe remote Ages 


in which they were writ, This Work, which 
is not more diffuſe than the Vulgate, has the 


exactneſs of a Tranſlation, with moſt of the 


Advantages of a Paraphraſe, and even of a 
Commentary, and anſwers, in great Mea- 
ſure, moſt of the uſeful Purpoſes of both. 
If you read the P/a/ms, the Book of Job, 
and the Prophets, which are the moſt diffi- 
cult Parts of the holy Writings, you will 
perceive I have not ſaid more than the Sub- 
ject will bear; and the Work, if you are 
not already acquainted with it, will gain one 
Admirer more. However, I think myſelf 


obliged to caution you againſt this Author's | 


Aſſertion concerning the Extent of the Pro- 
phecies of the Old Teſtament, which appears 
to me very faulty; it is the „th of thoſe 
Prejudices which he ſets down as obſtacles 
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3 hope, will be no leſs agreeable to your In. 


clination, than it is ſuited to the Profeſſion 
you intend to embrace. But as I have the 
Pleaſure of knowing you to be a young Man 
of a very promiſing Genius, and that your 
Deſire of Improvement is equal to your Ca- 
pacity, I will point out to you a few more 
Works in this Branch of Study, which have 


not only the general Approbation of the 


Learned, but are peculiarly adapted to pleaſe 
and cultivate an elegant and religious Mind, 
I ſhall however be very moderate in this 
Choice, and not forget I recommend it to 
a Perſon who is to learn, at the ſame time, 
the other parts of Divinity as well as this. 
And, if my own Approbation ſhould be of 
any weight with you, I will propoſe no Au- 
thor to your reading, from whom I have 
not received uncommon Satisfaction myſelf. 
—Boſſuet's Preface to the Pſalms deſerves - 
to be learnt by Heart: It is ſhort, and 
by much the moſt excellent of the Kind I 
am acquainted with. That able Man pro- 
poſed writing Notes on the whole Bible, but 
Death prevented him from going beyond the 
P/alms, and the Books of Viſdom. I except 
| his 
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Can] 
his Explication of the Apocalypſe, which was 
wrote on a different Plan from that he de- 
ſigned to follow in his other Works on Scrip- 


ture, and is indeed worthy the Biſhop of 


Meaux. I would have you alſo read his 
Prefaces to all the Books of Wiſdom, and his 
Expoſition of Solomon's Song, which, though 
a very delicate and difficult- Undertaking, 
he has executed in ſo maſterly a manner, 
with ſuch Clearneſs and Brevity that thoſe 
who have not read it, can have no notion 
of its Merit, I muſt add, that his Language 
1s not unworthy the pureſt times of the Latin 
Tongue. ——Rzbera's five ſhort Books * on 
the Temple and what belonged to it, ſurpaſs 
every thing that has been wrote on that Sub- 
ject, and are of ſingular uſe towards the un- 
derſtanding ſeveral parts of the Old and New 
Teflament. The moral and allegorical Expo- 
ſition of the Ceremonies and Types of the 
Jewiſh Law, which is the chief Subject and 
Purpoſe of this Work, is ſo natural, and ſo 
exquiſitely adapted to give the Mind the 
higheſt Idea of Chriſtian Perfection, that it 
is hard not to be ſenſible of the Energy with 


De Templo & eis quæ ad Templum pertinent. 
which 


r 
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. 
which this Inſtruction is conveyed. Car. 


dinal Sadoletus has wrote on St. Paul's Epiſtle 


to the Romans, with all the Advantages of 
Piety, Learning and Politeneſs.— As the 
underſtanding the Pſalms is of great Impor- 
tance to all in Holy Orders, who repeat them 
ſo often, you may, when you have leiſure, 
read the Expoſition of them by Cardinal 
Bellarmine. The Character which Cardinal 
du Perron, who was not only acquainted 
with his Works, but knew him perſonally, 
gives of him, appears in none of his Writings 
to greater Advantage than in this : * That 
he had very fine and clear Parts, and excelled 
in throwing a wonderful Light on the Subjects 
be treated. Another very competent Judge 
in ſuch Matters, has given his Opinion that 
this Expoſition alone, with the Paraphraſe of 
Cornelius Janſens, is ſufficient to give the 
Reader that accurate Knowledge of the 
Pſalms, without which Saint Auſtin ſays, a 
Perſon can ſcarcely deſerve the Name of a 
Prieſt +. You will perceive the Piety of this 


 * Prerremana B. 


+ Cardinal Bona, de divini Plalmodi, c. 16, C 11. 
| Work 
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Work to be equal to the Erudition ; and that 


Menochius has made great uſe of it where he 
treats the ſame Subject. 


"Tag Method Mr. Locke has followed in 
explaining St. Paul's Epiſtles is very judicious 
and ſatisfactory. He expounds the Apoſtle 
by his own Works, or thoſe only of the 
other inſpired Writers; and the ſame Method 
might be applied, with great ſucceſs to the 
reſt of the Scriptures. This Work however 


. ſhould be read with ſuch Caution that the 


Errors which occur in it, even thoſe which 
ſeem but ſlightly touched on and dropt, as 
it were, by accident, may neither eſcape the 
Reader's Obſervation or endanger his Princi- 
ples. He has joined a Paraphraſe to his 
Notes, which is much eſteemed. 


Havinc ſpoken of the Text of the ſacred 
Oracles and of thoſe who have expounded 
it, as much as my Deſign and your Infor- 
mation ſeem to require; I muſt add a few 
Works, and thoſe not voluminous, which 


* Sacra Scriptura inter ſe collata & compoſita, Optima 
ſui ipſius eſt interpres. Girn, a Lapide. 
| may 
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may be conſidered as Appendixes to the 
Commentators, and ſuch as greatly contri- 
bute to a full and accurate knowledge of 
holy Writ. PFleury's Treatiſes * of 22 
ners of the Iſraelites and the Cbriſtians are 
valuable for their great Accuracy, Piety, 
and univerſal Uſe in all that regards the 
Hiſtorical Part of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment: They preſent the Reader with a juſt 
and elegant Abridgment of that Theocracy, 
which the Scriptures deſcribe in its full ex- 
tent. Menochius's Books on + the Jewiſh 
Common = Wealth are of the ſame Stamp, 
and not inferior to his Commentaries. —— 
Serarwms's little Work + of the three Setts 
amongſt the Jews, is very learned, the Sub- 
ject extremely curious and uſeful, and the 
manner of treating it gained the Author 
great Reputation. —There are ſome particu- 
lar Paſſages of the Scriptures, and even ſingle 
Texts, which require an accurate Diſcuſſion : 
Such, for inſtance, amongſt many others, 


* Les Mceurs des Iſraelites & des Chretiens. 


+ De Republica Hebrzorum. 
$ De tribus apud Judæos Sectis. 
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1s that celebrated Prediction concerning the 


Meſſiah, Gen. ch. xlix. v. 10, which is bs 
pounded by the Author of the Diſcourſes oz 
the Uſe and Intent of Prophecy, in one of the 
moſt ſatisfactory and many Diſſertations 
I have ever read. 


By the help of theſe few and ſhort Trea- 
tiſes the Scriptures will preſent themſelves to 
you in a very different Light from what they 
appear to the generality of Readers ; they 
will reach your Heart, as well as inform and 
enlarge your Mind : You will enter into the 
Spirit of them, and be admitted not only 
into the Outward Courts of the Sanctuary, 
but into the Holy of Holes . 


Tas is a ſhort Sketch of what might be 
ſaid on this copious Subject. You are not 


* Atque idcirco magna Deo gratia habenda eſt, quod 


quas Litteras voluerit mentibus noſtris clarifimum lumen 


præferre ad vitam rectè inſtituendam, & ad æternam ſalutem 
capeſſendam, earum quoque juſſit ſingularem eſſe & in- 
comparabilem ubertatem, quæ ex Interpretationum con- 
cordi varietate in primis perſpicitur. P. Morin, Ep. ad 
Sixtum V. P. A. 

to 
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to imagine that by theſe, or any other hu+ 
man Helps, we ſhall ever attain to a full 
and perfect Knowledge of the Scriptures, 
The more you read, the more you meditate 
on them, the more you will diſcover them 
to be an inexhauſtible Source of Light, and 
of all manner of Inſtruction : That their 
Language is not the Language of Men, nor 
their Subject a Production of their Ingenuity: 


That they have a Character peculiar to them- 


ſelves and different from the Compoſitions 
even of the greateſt ' and beſt Men: That 
they are exempt from, and ſuperior to all 
common Paſſions and Intereſts, and to the 
ordinary Views of human Prudence and 
Forecaſt; in fine that no Man ever raiſed 
himſelf ſo much above Humanity as to pro- 
duce a Work in which the Man appears fo 
little. + h 


+ Sacra tradita ſunt breviter ac nude; non enim decebat 
aliter, ut cum Deus ad hominem loqueretur, argumentts 
afſereret voces ſuas, tanquam fides ei non haberetur : Sed, ut 
oportuit, eſt locutus, quaſi rerum omnium maximus judex, 


cujus non eſt argumentari ſed pronuntiare. La#antius. 
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IT is to this peculiar and privileged Cha- 
racer, with which the Spirit of God has 
been pleaſed to ſtamp the Scriptures, that 
Sulpitius Severus has with no leſs Reli gion 
than Elegance aſſigned the Silence, which is 
remarkable in the Heathen Authors, con- 
cerning the Facts related in them. The 
Obſervation is fo finely touched in the Ori- 
ginal, that I am almoſt afraid to venture to 
tranſlate it. Let it not ſeem ſtrange to 
any one, ſays he, that the Facts contained 
© in holy Writ, are not mentioned by Pro- 
* phane Writers: A ſuperior Diſpoſition of 
«* Providence over-ruled here, that this Hiſ- 
* tory might receive no Alteration from cor- 
« rupt Men, and ſuch as advance indifferent- 
* Iy both Truth and Falſhood, but be con- 
* fined within its own Myſteries : for being 

* Cxterim illud minimè mirum efſe oportebit, quod 
Scriptores ſæcularium litterarum nihil ex his, quæ ſacris vo- 
luminibus ſcripta ſunt, attigerunt : Dei Spiritu prevalente, 
ut intaminata ab ore corrupto, & falſis vera miſcente, intra 
ſua tantim myſteria contineretur Hiſtoria, quæ ſeparata à 
mundi negotiis, & facris tantum vocibus proferenda, per- 
miſceri cum aliis, velut æquali ſorte, non debuit. Etenim 


erat indigniſſimum, ut alia agentibus, aut alia quærentibus 
bæc quoque cum reliquis miſcerentur, Hiſ. Sac. L. 2. 


C « ſeparated 
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« ſeparated from worldly Concerns, and not 
* to be treated but with Awe and Reverence, 
it ought to have nothing common with o- 


ther Writings. And, indeed, it would have 


been the higheſt Indignity that theſe ſacred 
Matters ſhould only have ſerved as an oc- 
caſional ſubject to Writers who were bent 
on other Views and other Purſuits. No 
foreign Aſſiſtance could be wanting to give 
a Sanction to a Work. recommended by ſuch 
Evidence. The moſt accurate of the Pagan 
Authors are juftly charged with Errors, 
Darkneſs and Uncertainties with reſpect both 
to Facts and Doctrine: But it became the 
wiſe and great Being, who inſpired the fa- 
cred Penmen, to exempt their Works from 
all ſuch Imputations; and accordingly, he 
has favoured them with every Argument of 
Truth and Perſuaſion, adorned them with 
the Graces of Language and Sentiment, light- 


ed up and enlivened them with the brighteſt 


examples of Virtue and Sanctity, annexed to 


their Study and Meditation ſuch Helps and 


Communications of his Holy Spirit as cannot 
be. deſcribed, and made the Belief and Prac- 
tice of them the only Foundation of true 

2 | Peace 
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Peace and Happineſs. In this manner, Re- 


velation being. the Work of a God, whoſe 
darling Attributes are Truth and Holineſs, 
has had every Mark and every Diſtinction of 


this two-fold Character. And Mankind be- 


holding this Urim and Thummim, this Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Sanctity, which equally diſpenſe the 
Oracles of the Chriſtian and Maſaic Doctrine, 


muſt acknowledge the gracious Purpoſe of 
the Almighty Lawgiver, who requires the 


Submiſſion of our Underſtanding, and the 
Obedience of our Wills to no other end than 
to make us Partakers of thoſe Perfections 
which have their Source and Fulneſs in Him 
alone, | | 


EveRY one readily allows no Subject can 


be equal to the Life of our Lord and Saviour 


Feſus Chriſt: that is, to the Incarnation and 
Birth; the Miracles and Doctrine; the Suf- 
ferings and Death; the Reſurrection and 
Aſcenſion of a God become Man to reform 
and fave a ſinful and loſt World: And who- 
ever imagines this Hiſtory can be better 
wrote than it is by the Evangeliſis, does not 
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yet underſtand it f. But though it becomes 
a Chriſtian to be particularly converſant in 
this and the other Writings of the New 
Teſtament, yet there is not any part of the 
Old which does not furniſh ample Matter of 
Inſtruction.— The Book of Genęſis, in the 
account it gives of the Creation, of the Fall 
and Puniſhment of our firſt Parents, of the 
Righteouſneſs of Noah, of the Deluge, of the 
wonderful Obedience of Abraham, and the 
| Promiſe made by God to reward it, of the 
Fi Deſtruction of Sodom, and the Providence of 
God over the Patriarch Foſeph, preſents to 
I! our Minds the moſt ſuitable Subjects to fill 
| | them with every Chriſtian Sentiment. When 
we go on to Exodus, we ſee the Wonders 
I} Almighty God wrought in favour of his 
| | People, the Impenitence of Pharoah, and the 
various Chaſtiſements by which the Murmur- 
ings, and Idolatry of the Maelites in the De- 
ſert, were puniſhed, Leviticus and Numbers 
ſet forth the Accuracy which God exacts in 
his Worſhip: Deuteronomy, the Sanctity of 
his Laws; Joſbua, the Effect of his Promiſes. 

J Mabillon. 
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In the Book of Judges, we ſee the Strength 
and Weakneſs of Sampſon; in that of Ruth, 
the Plain-dealing and Equity of Booz; in 
thoſe of Kings, the Holineſs of Samuel, of 
Elias, of Eliſeus, and the other Prophets; 
the Reprobation of Saul, the Fall and Repen- 
tance of David, his Mildneſs and Patience: 
The Wiſdom and Sin of Solomon, the Piety 
of Ezechias and Jas: In Eſdras, the Zeal 
for the Law of God; in Toby, the Conduct 
of a holy Family; in Judith, the Power of 
Grace; in Eſther, Prudence; in fob, a Pat- 
tern of admirable Patience. The Books of 
Wiſdom teach a more uſeful and ſublime Phi- 
loſophy than all the Writings which Greece 
- and Rome have publiſhed. The Prophets an; 
nounce not only the Promiſes, but alſo the 
characteriſtic Marks of the Meſſiab, with the 
Threats againſt Sinners, and thoſe Calami- 
ties which were to befal the Jews and other 
Nations. The P/alms recapitulate the Sub- 
ject, and unite in themſelves all the different 
Excellencies of the Old Teftament. In a word, 
every thing in the ſacred Writings will appear, 
as it truly is, holy, grand, and profitable, 
provided it be read with ſuitable Diſpoſitions. 
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? 
Tax only reaſon of our being ſo little 


touched by them, muſt be our Inadvertence 


and Indifference to whatever is tried by a 
higher Teſt than that of our Senſes; and be- 


ing ſo taken up with other Purſuits, as to be 


but ſlightly affected with ſach a chaſt and ho- 
ly Diſcipline,” as can never poſſeſs a Heart, 
which is not freed from the tumult of Paſ- 


ſions and worldly Deſires, For, as Saint Atha- 


naſius obſerves, we can never underſtand the 
Scriptures, but in proportion as we live 9 the 
Rules they preſcribe. 


I nave not preſumed to ſpeak of the Diſ- 
poſitions, with which the Study of the Scri- 
ptures, and indeed of Divinity in general, is 
to be undertaken and purſued. The excel- 
lent Diſcipline of the Place where you are, 
and your own Piety will be a ſufficient In- 
ſtruction on this Head. However I cannot 
help mentioning the ſecond and following 
Chapters of the ſecond Part. of Mab:llon's 
Treatiſe of Monaſtic Studies, where you will find 
this Subject treated in fo judicious and religi- 
ous a manner, as to deſerve your being tho- 
roughly acquainted with it. 

; I 5HALL 
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1 6HALL now go on to the other Branches of 
Ecclefiaſtical Learning which are the Fathers, 
Church Hiſtory and Divinity. Next to the 
Scriptures therefore, the Writings of the Fa- 
thers claim our Attention and Reverence : 
Their Uſefulneſs, Importance, and Authori- 
ty have acquired them this Rank ; and it has 
been given them by the Good and Judicious 
of all Ages. However you muſt not imagine 
I expect you ſhould read all their Works, or 
even any conſiderable Part of each of them, 
during a Courſe of four Years Study of Di- 
vinity. Such an Undertaking would be idle 
and chimerical; and I am perſuaded but few 
Perſons, who had nothing elſe to do, and 
many Years allotted for this Taſk alone, 
would be equal to it. Beſides, ſuch various 
reading would, generally ſpeaking, ,oppreſs 
the Mind inſtead of enlarging 1t, and quite 
extinguiſh that Spirit it was intended to light 
up, and improve. The Faculties of the In- 
telle& have a cloſe Analogy with thoſe of the 
Body, which can digeſt no greater Quantity, 
even of the moſt wholeſome Food, than is 
ſuited to them. We are therefore to apply 
to the Former, what Cicero ſays of the nou- 
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riſhment of the Latter, Let ſo much be taken 
as may recrutt our Strength, not overpower | it. 
With this Caution, I would, by all means, 
have you acquainted, during your Studies of 
Divinity, with the Works of the Fathers, ſo 
far, at leaſt, as to know the Times in which 
they wrote, the chief Subjects they have 
treated, their different Manner of treating 
them, their Stile, their Method of Reaſon- 
ing, their various Excellencies of Eloquence, 
Erudition, and Piety. Now all this may be 
compaſſed with great Eaſe and Advantage by 
a judicious Choice of the Works of theſe 
venerable Writers, and ſetting aſide about 


two Hours on all Sundays and Feſtivals for a 


reading ſo becoming thoſe times. You ſhould 
read, in their turn, both the Greek and the 


Latin Fathers, and thoſe Works, preferably 


to others, which have a nearer Connexion 
with your Studies, 


Salix Leo's Letter to Flavian; the thirty- 
third, and three following Orations of Sr. 
Gregory Nazianzen ; the Letter of St. Atha- 
naſius to Fpictetus; the Treatiſe concerning 
the H. Gloft, by Didymus of Alexandria, 

which 
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which we only have in Sr. Hrerome's Tranſla- 
tion ; are ſome of the moſt excellent Works, 
which habe been wrote on the Trinity and 
Incarnation.— I only exemplify what I have 
juſt before advanced, in one Inſtance, which 
you may apply to all your Studies, 


Wurd you are become a little converſant 
with theſe Writers, you will perceive they 
were not only Great Saints, but Genius's of 
the firſt Claſs; and have not only expreſſed 
in their Works the Spirit, but likewiſe the 
different Excellencies of Stile ſo remarkable 
in the inſpired Writings. Indeed Czcero's 
Definition of Eloquence, + that it is Viſdom 
with the Advantages of Elocution, agrees fo 
perfectly with the Scriptures, and thoſe Writ- 
ings that bear a Reſemblance with them, that 
it is, properly ſpeaking, applicable to none 
beſides. The Choice and Diſpoſition of 
Facts, in the Hiſforical Parts; the Conciſeneſs 
and Spirit, and at the ſame time the Clear- 
neſs with which theſe Facts are ſet forth: 
In the Poetical, the Loftineſs of the Elocu- 
tion, the Variety of the Figures, the Eleva- 


+ Copiose loquens Sapientia. 
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tion of Thought: In the More!, the Weight 
and Energy of the Precepts : In the Prophets, 
the Vehemence of their Threats and Re- 
proaches, the Perſuaſion of their Promiſes, 
the Richneſs of their Expreſſion, and num- 
berleſs other Beauties recommend the Scri- 
ptures, conſidered merely as a Compoſition, 
above all other Writings. You will have 
the Pleaſure of making the ſame Diſcovery, 
in proportion, inthe Works of the Fathers. 


ST. Baſil and St. Athanafius reaſon as cloſe- 
ly and with as much Strength as Ariftetle : 
The Eloquence of St. Gregory the Divine, 
and St. Chryſoſtome is not inferior to that of 
Tully and Demoſthenes. The Invectives of the 
Former againſt the Apoſtate Emperor Julian, 
carry with them a Thunder as pointed as 
that of the Philippics; at the ſame time that 
the Cauſe and Argument have a Superiority, 
of which the whole Pagan Syſtem, and in- 
deed all Temporal Concerns, how important 
ſoever, muſt fall infinitely ſhort... Though 
the Latin Fathers lay under Diſadvantages 
with reſpect to Learning, from which the 
Greek were exempt, yet they abound with 
oye, the 
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the moſt uſeful, and frequently with the or- 
namental Part of Knowledge; and all the 
Excellencies of Plato are to be found in Sr. 
Auſtin. Eraſmus, who will not be ſuſpected 
of Partiality to this Writer, ſays of his Books, 
of the Manners "of the Catholic Church and 
the Manicheans ; © that the Subject is treated 
with wonderful elegance, which it were to 
© be wiſhed the holy Doctor had imployed in 
his other Works; that this, however, was 
< a Proof that whatever offends the Learned 
in his manner of writing, was not the ef- 
« fect of Inability, but Charity, which cauſed 
him to let down his Stile to the meaneſt 
© Capacities.” I deſire you to read that Cri- 
tic's Preface to his Edition of the Saint's 
Letters, and, if you pleaſe, the Dedication of 
all his Works, to Fonſeca, Archbiſhop of Jo- 
ledo. JI am not ignorant that the Founder 
of the Jeſuits, a Perſon no leſs eminent for 


+ Id facit admirabili ſermonis elegantia, qua utinam illi 
uti licuiſſet in cæteris lucubrationibus. Hoc ſanè opere de- 
claravit, fi quid offendit Eruditos in ipfius dictione, non 
fuiſſe Inſcitize ſed Charitatis, qui ſtylum demiſit ad Imperi- 
torum intelligentiam. Eraſ. Pref. in Lib. de moribus Eccle. 
Cathol. & Man, . 
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his Prudence than the Sanctity of his Life, 
has forbid thoſe of his Order to read the 
Works of Eraſmus; and, though it be ſome. 
thing foreign to my preſent purpoſe, I can- 
not but obſerve, that whoever has read any 


conſiderable Part of them, or the Anſwer to. 


an Apology which Marſollier wrote in their 
defence, will be convinced of their pernicious 
Tendency, and that St. Ignatius's Caution is 
very equitable.— But, to return to the Sub- 
ject of the Fathers ;— St. Cyprian has a diſtin- 
guiſhed Merit for Energy, both of Sentiment 
and Expreſſion; and all the Graces, all the 
Endearments (if I may be allowed to ſpeak in 
this manner) all the Perſuaſion of Sanctity 
center in St. Bernard. — Nobility, Wealth, 
Honours, and every worldly Accompliſhment 
conſpired to form the Character of St. Pauli- 
nus, till the Love of God made him exchange 
all theſe Advantages for the Humility of the 
Goſpel. His Epiſtles and Poems, which 


make up the ſmall Volume we have of his 
Works, ſhew how ſuperior the Spirit of 
Chriſtianity is to every thing which a vain 


and infatuated World courts and admires ; 


and that the Imitation of Yeſus Chrift raiſes 
5 1 
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the Greateſt Men more above themſelves, than 


any inequality of Condition can raiſe one Man 


above another. Sf. Leo's Eloquence is of 
a peculiar kind, but has an Elevation and 
Majeſty equal to the ſupreme Dignity of the 
Writer. No Philoſopher underſtood hu- 
man Nature better, or has made a nicer 
Anatomy of the Heart, and all its Foldings, 
than St. Gregory the Great; eſpecially in his 
moral Books on Job. —Canifius's Edition of 
Sf. Hierome's ſelect Epiſtles is equally adapted 
to entertain and improve; and the whole 
Spirit of St. Paul breaths through thoſe of 
St. Ignatius. | 


You may obſerve that ſeveral of the Fa- 
thers in the Explication of Scripture, ſeldom 


inſiſt much on the Literal Senſe, unleſs when 


a Point of Doctrine is to be eſtabliſhed, or 
an Error refuted. On other Occaſions, for 
the moſt part, they give themſelves up to the 
Moral Senſe, and think they have then attain- 
ed the true Meaning, or, to ſay better, the 
true Intention of the Scriptures, when they 
have turned them all to the Information of 
Manners. 


IT 
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Ir may not, perhaps, be neceſſary to cau- 
tion you againſt a falſe Delicacy, which would 
take offence at ſome Blemiſhes which occur 
in the Writings of theſe venerable Authors. 
A harſh Metaphor in Tertullian, a ſwoln 
Period in St. Cyprian, an obſcure Paſſage in 
St. Ambroſe, a Quibble or Gingle of Words, 
a ſtrained Allegory in Sz. Auſtin, ſhould not 
make you think leſs reverently of the Works, 
much leſs of the Perſons of theſe Authors. 
They are, indeed; Blemiſhes in the Compoſi- 
tion, but not in the Subject; and not fo 
much to be charged on the Writers, as on 
the Country and Times in which they wrote, 
Or, if they are faults in the latter, they are, 
as the Poet fays, © * Such as Inattention lets 
drop, or human Weakneſs can fcarcely a- 
* void; and are compenſated in ſuch a man- 
ner that every candid Reader will be wil- 
© ling to overlook a few Faults, where fo 
many Excellencies call for his Attention. 


| Som of the late Writers of our own 
Country (with Sorrow and Shame I own it) 


have been notoriouſly wanting to Candor and 


Hor. Ar. Poet. 
Equity 


A 
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Equity on this Head, and have, accordingly, 
treated it with the higheſt Indecency. But * 4 


Stoffer, as Solomon ſays, ſeeks fan Wiſdom, and 


does not find it ; and as theſe Perſons ſeem only 
to have read with a Luſt to miſapply, it is no 
wonder they were given up to their own Per- 
verſeneſs, and have gained the Applauſe of 
Readers, as prophane as themſelves, at the Ex- 
pence of Religion, Juſtice, and even good Senſe, 
This, however, for the Guilt of the Age we hve 
in, 18 now become a Subject of leſs Indigna- 
tion; fince, to ſay nothing of others, a very 
modern impious Declaimer, whoſe Quality 
and Parts have only rendered his Crime and 
Infamy more conſpicuous, has repreſented the 
divine Oracles both of the Old and New Tefta- 
ment, as the Productions of Folly and Igno- 
rance of the true Principles of Morality +. 
This rare Diſcovery was reſerved to the All- 
accompliſhed Perſon, in who Happineſs dwelt, 
and. who knew, it ſeems, what it was to be 


* Prov. ch. xiv. . 6. 


+ Nonne Prodigio ſimile eſt aut natum eſſe hominem, 
qui hæc diceret, aut extitiſſe, qui crederet? Lac. de 1r4 


Dei, cap, 10. 
wiſe. 
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wiſe +. The ſhortneſs of this Digreſſion, and 
the Reſentment of injured Truth, which oc- 
caſioned it, muſt be its Apology. 


Bxs1Dxs the Writings of the Fathers 1 


have already mentioned, there are others, 


ſuch as + The Monitor of Vincent of Lerins, 
and the Oclavius of Minucius, which are e- 
qually folid and elegant. I need not put 
down thoſe of Lactantius, in which there is 
all the Eloquence and Philoſophy of Cicero, 
with the pureſt Maxims of the Goſpel Morali- 
ty. He wrote moſt of them before he was 
thoroughly inſtructed in the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion; and therefore allowance muſt be made 
for ſuch Errors as did not proceed from Pride 
or Obſtinacy, but from want of more -per- 
fect Information. 


THEesE, and ſuch like Writings, as I have 
ſaid, will ſoon convince you that ſeveral of 
the moſt celebrated Saints for their Zeal for 


+ Theſe, and ſeveral other Appellations of the ſame im- 
port are beſtowed, by Mr. P. on the late Ld. B. 


+ Commonitorium Vincentij Lirinenſis. 
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Religion, and the Auſterity of their Lives 
were Men extremely civilized ; and if, in their 
maturer Years, they laid afide human Lite- 
rature, it was not before they were perfectly 
acquainted with it. Nay, it muſt be ac- 
knowledged to the Advantage of polite Learn- 
ing, that the moſt eminent Di vines, both 
ancient and modern, have excelled in it, and 
ſeem to ſuppoſe it as a neceſſary Ground- 
work to higher Studies. Was I to enume- 
rate the Inſtances of this kind, the Liſt would 
never end. On the contrary, my own Read- 
ing and Obſervation (to go no higher) has 
let me ſee how ungraceful and heavy Theology 
appears, which is not raiſed on this Foun- 
dation. 


Tur Works of Caſſian are an inexhauſtible 
Fund of every thing which can lead the 
Reader to Chriſtian Perfection; and I men- 


tion them the more willingly to you as the 


Chief and Patron of the Schoolmen, St. Thomas 
of Aquin; and that great Proficient in the 
Science of the Saints, Claudius Aquavive, are 
reported to have been particularly converſant 
in them. I muſt beſtow the ſame commen- 
D dation 
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dation on a Work which has great Affinity 
with this, The Lives of the Fathers of the 
Deſart, by Roſ-weide. You ſhould get a 
reliſn for this fort of Reading in the early 
Part of your Life; becauſe, when you have 
Leiſure afterwards, nothing can be more de- 
lightful, nothing more edifying than the 
Precepts, Maxims, and Examples, that is, 


than the whole Circle of Inſtruction, which 


make up theſe two celebrated Collections. 


The fix ſhort Books of St. Chryſoftome on 
Prieſthaad are one of the moſt proper Works 
a Perſon can read before he takes Holy Orders; 
and as. this is done towards the End of the 
higher Studies, I ſhall with them conchude 
what I had to ſay concerning thoſe Writings 
of the Fathers, which I ſhould deſire you to 
read during the Courſe of them. But that 
you may be directed to a Method of reaping 
all the Benefit of this Part of ſacred Litera- 
ture, I muſt recommend to you, with un- 
common Earneſtneſs, a Treatiſe in four ſmall 
Books, printed at Paris, in the Year 1697, 
which is a Maſterpiece of Erudition, Solidity, 
and Elegance, and contains every Rule, Re- 
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mark and Inſtruction, which can be of uſe 
on this important Subject. The Title is, 


* Of reading the Works of the Fathers of the 
Church : the Author, if Jam rightly informed, 


was a Carthufianh, 


1 ossrRv xD in the Beginning of this Let- 
ter, that the Writings of pious Men of all 
Ages, are a very natural Appendix to thoſe 
of the Fathers, and ſhall therefore point out 
fome few Authors, who have excelled in this 
Way, and who, I have reaſon to hope, will 
pleaſe you as much as they do me. Al. 
phones Rodriguez has had the Approbation of 
the whole Chriſtian World, and retains in 
the French Tranſlation, by Des-Marais, all 
the Eaſe and Spirit of the Original. —+ The 
five ſmall Works of Cardinal Bellarmine in- 
force + the reaſonable ſervice of Chriſtians of 
every Profeſſion, in a very perſuaſive and 
moving manner, and being wrote from the 


* Sur la lecture des Peres de L'Egliſe. 
+ Opuſeula Bellarmini. 
4 Rom. ch. xii, 


D 2 Heart, 
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| Heart, they ſpeak to it. Leſſiuss Confide- 
rations on the Names of God, though very 
ſhort, is ſo finiſhed a Piece, that the Author 
[1 gave it the preference to a Commentary on 
| ] all Sr. Thomas's Works, the Deſign of which 

N he had conceived ſome time before his death. 
It has been publiſhed at Bruſſels, and Louvain, 
and perhaps elſewhere. The Louvain Edi- 
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IP tion, by Boverius, is preferable to any I have 
AN ſeen.——It would be injurious to your Piety 
6 to imagine the Imitation of Chriſt, by a Kempis, 
1 | had any need of being recommended to a Per- 
| b N ſon, who muſt know the Eſteem in which 
1 this Book is held by all judicious Readers. 
| 0 The other Works of this Author carry with 
I; | them the beſt of Characters, Simplicity.— 
| a 0 The Sancta Sophia, an Engliſo Work with a 
| [ i Latin Title, by F. Baker, a Benedictine Monk, 
1 ſets forth with great juſtneſs the advantages 
; 118 of Retirement, and a Contemplative Life, 


and is a moſt compleat Guide to it. It were 
to be deſired that this Book was more known 
to Perſons in all States who aſpire to Perfec- 
tion. The Epiſtle of Sr. Ignatius of Loyola 


$ Confiderationes de L. Nominibus Dei. 
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on Religious Obedience, is as compleat as any 


thing Prophane Antiquity can ſhew in that 
kind of Writing, Cardinal Bona has the 
Elegance of a polite Writer, the good Senſe 
of a Philoſopher, and the Piety of a Saint. 
His Treatiſes * concerning the Liturgy and 
Divine Offices ſhew his profound inſight into 
all ſacred Antiquity, and are no leſs cu- 
rious and entertaining than inſtructive. You 
cannot fail of being highly pleaſed and edi- 
fied with the Works of this pious and learned 
Perſonage, who was one of the chief Orna- 
ments of the Ciſtercian Order, and a worthy 
Diſciple of his great Maſter, St. Bernard, 


Tus Authors I have mentioned are more 
than ſufficient to inform you of that better 
Way, that holy and chaſt Diſcipline, which 
becomes a Chriſtian and a Clergy- man; and 
a greater Detail would not ſuit the Deſign of 
this Letter. What Seneca ſays of Learning 
and Books in general, + © That a moderate 
Share of the firſt is ſufficient in order to 


De rebus Liturgicis, & Oris Divinis. 


+ Paucis Litteris opus eſt ad bonam mentem. 
Certis Ingeniis immorari & innutriri oportet. 
D 3 « attain 
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© attain à right way of thinking; and that 
there are certain Authors, to whoſe Works 
« we ſhould inure and habituate ourſelves, 


is particularly applicable to thoſe who teach 


the Science of the Saints. Be converſant 
therefore with a few, but let thoſe be excel- 
lent; and if you ſhould ſometimes look into 
others, return again to the former: let thoſe 
be your Viſits, þut theſe your Home. 


| 1 HAYE remarked that ſeveral of the moſt 
celebrated amongſt the Ancients have had 


ſome favorite Author, who was always ex- 


cellent in his kind; and that two Confidera- 
tions ſeemed to have determined the Reader's 
Choice; his own Genius and Profeſſion, 
which in prudent. and great Men always go 
together, Thus, to bring a few Inſtances 
from Prophane Hiſtory, Scipio Africanus was 
addicted to Xenophon's Inſtitution of Cyrus; 
Brutus to Polybius ; Demoſthenes tranſcribed all 


Tbucydides about twenty times; and we are 


informed how much Cicero, as a Speaker, 
ſtudied Demoſthenes ; and Plato, both as an 
Orator and Philoſopher. The ſame Method 
has been practiſed in the Arts, with the ſame 
; I Succeſs 3 
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$ucteſs; and every Body has heard of the 
unwearied Inſpection Michael Angelo gave to 
a fine, though maimed Antique Statue, which 
made his Contemporaries call it, his School. 
And perhaps the Figure which each of theſe 
made in their ſeveral Profeſſions, may, in 
great meaſure, be owing to the judiciouſneſs 
of the Choice, and a patient Attention to an 
Original fo choſen, And, to bring this Ob- 
ſervation home to thoſe who have excelled 
in Chriſtian Virtues, I have read in a Life 
of St. Ignatius, that he had only two Books 
in his Chamber, at his death, which were the 
New Teſtament, and the Imitation of Chriſt. 
* Tat next Conſideration is Church Hiftory, 
which makes the Third Branch or Diviſion of 
Ecclefiaſticul Learning. I am of opinion the 


Order of this Study requires you ſhould be- 


gin with what concerns the General Hiſtory 
of the Church ; and then go to that of your 
own Nation. Theſe, without doubt, are 
what you are moſt concerned to be acquaint- 


* FEtenim viri omnes doQi conſentiunt rudes omnino 
Theologos illos eſſe, in quorum Lucubrationibus Hiſtoria 
muta eft. Mel. Canus de locis Theo, L. 11. c. 2. 
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ed with. Next to theſe the Hiſtory of the 
ſeveral Religious Orders ſeems moſt to deſerve 
our Obſervation. You may afterwards, as 
occaſion ſerves, inform yourſelf of thoſe Facts, 


to which your other Studies, or your own 


Inclination may lead you. On this Head no 
one Method can be preſcribed to all Perſons ; 
nay there may be, perhaps, as many different 
Methods, and all uſeful,. as there are Ge- 
nius s. Reflexion and Experience will let 
you. into ſeveral particulars, and a more pro- 
fitable detail than Books, or even the Advice 

of intelligent Perſons can deſcend to. 
| p 5 
You cannot, I think, make a more judi- 
cious Acquaintance with the General Hiſtory 
of the Church, than by beginning with Tille- 
mont's Memoirs, which are extremely accurate, 
and contain a compleat account of all Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Tranſactions during the five firſt 
Centuries; for the Work comes down no 
lower. The Criticiſm 1s judicious and mo- 
deſt, and yet ingenuous and liberal; the 
Language and Stile highly adapted to the 
Subject; and though, for the moſt part, it 
be little more than a literal Tranſlation from 
a vaſt 


\ 
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a vaſt number of diflerent Original Authors, 
yet it is pure and uniform. The Account 
both of Perſons, Writings, and Facts is ſo 
well atteſted, that it is alone a Library with 
reſpect to the Subject and Time it treats of. 
It muſt however be acknowledged that ſome 
Parts of the three laſt Tomes, which death 
prevented the Author from putting a finiſn- 
ing Hand to, fall far ſhort of the Correctneſs 
of the reſt of the Work. I would likewiſe 
adviſe you to read his Memoirs of the En- 
ferors, who reigned through the ſame Period; 
becauſe they reflect a great — on 3 of 
the Church. | 


I nave been told there are ſome exception 
able Paſſages in his Eccleſiaſtical Memoirs. 
I confeſs I don't recollect to have met with 
any, which regard Faith or Morals. How- 
ever I ſubmit my Judgment to thoſe who have 
greater Abilities and Diſcernment than I have 
any Pretenſion to. I would have every thing 
elſe I advance in this Letter, underſtood with 
the ſame Reſtriction. —I need not aſſure you 
of my unfeigned Deference to that Authority, 
Which Jeſus Cbriſt has eſtabliſned; and that 

I look 
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I look on Books and Tenets in no other 
Light than that in which this Heavenly. 
directed Guide conſiders them. Fleury; 
Church Hiſtory, which ends with the Year 
1414, is certainly a very valuable and enter- 
taining Work: The Choice of Facts, the Ex- 
tracts from the Writings of the Fathers, and 
the Eaſe and Fluency of the Stile, make it 
well worth reading. I own, it is not exempt 
from Faults; the chief of which ſeems to be 
too great a Propenſity to cenſure. This Diſ- 
poſition: in Writers, ſometimes, does not only 
appear in particular Paſſages, but diffuſes itſelf 
through a whole Work, and gives a certain 
air which very much alters the whole Face of 
Things. There are, I know, Perſons of un- 
derſtanding and learning who take this to be 
the Caſe of Fleury's Hiſtory in general; for 
my own Part, after having read it with great 
Attention, though 1 think the Obſervation 
applicable, in a Degree, to ſore parts of 


the Work, I can by no. means think it the 


Character of the whole. I don't pretend to 
juſtify ſome Sentiments and Expreſſions which 
are leſs exact and reſpectful than the Perſons 
and Subjects this Hiſtorian treats of, had a 

right 
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right to; and I honour that Piety, - which I 
am perſuaded had ſo great a Share in the 
Cenſures which have been paſſed on him. 
The Continuation, to which the ſame Objec- 
tions are made, though not equal to the Work, 
is not a deſpicable Performance.——Calmet's 
Hiſtory of the Bible, or that of the People of 
God, by Berruier, will inform you of all that 
regards the Old and New Teftament, to the 
Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, — Salianuss 
Annals, abridged by himfelf, come down to 
about the ſame Epoch, and Spondanus's Abridg- 
ment of Baronius takes in the later Dates. 
* The Account of the Councils, by the learn- 
ed Cabaſſutius, anſwers the Purpoſe it was dee 
ſigned for, ——Sulpitius's Sacred Hiſtory is an 
admirable Epitome of the Tranſactions of the 
Old Teftament, and of what happened under 
the Lew of Grace for the firſt four hundred 
Years. And next to that elegant Writer, 
I think we may place Turſellini.— Vou might 
reproach me with an inexcuſable Omiſſion 
did I not mention a Work which will greatly 
contribute to make the Study of Church Hiſ- 
tory beneficial, and to let you ſee the Chain 


® Netitia Conciliorum. 
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of Providence in all the divine Diſpenſations 
from the Creation to the Year 800 of the 
Chriſtian Ara, accompanied with the moſt 
proper Reflexions to enlarge the Mind, and 
a moſt judicious Collection of all the memo- 
rable Events during that long Space of Time: 
All this is but a part of what Baſſuet has ex- 
ecuted in a manner ſuperior to all other Wri- 
ters, in his Diſcourſe on Univerſal Hiſtory. 
This Author's Writings are ſmooth, ſenten- 
tious, and correct; and diſtinguiſhed by that 
Delicacy, and agreeable Sprightlineſs which 
was peculiar to the Athenians.— This Dig- 
nity and Spirit appears in his * Elevations of 
the Mind on the Myſteries of our Religion, and 
in his Meditations on the Goſpel, which are not 
only Works of the moſt enlightened and 
moving Piety, but likewiſe an excellent Com- 
mentary on the principal Parts of the Scrip- 
tures. — The + Chronological and Dogmatical 
Menioirs, with Reflexions and Critical Re- 
marks, contain a very curious and intereſt- 
ing Detail of all the remarkable Occurrences 


* Elevations ſur les Myſteres. 
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in Church Hiſtory from the Year 1600 to 1716. 
The particular Articles are related with a 
Conciſeneſs and Perſpicuity which thorough- 
ly informs, without ever tiring the Reader. 
This polite Performance makes no more than 
four Pocket Volumes. | 


As to the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory of our own 
Country, to the Year 1189, Alford's Annals 
is the beſt I am acquainted with. The De- 
tail into which this Author enters, gives him 
an opportunity of transferring into his own 
Work the moſt valuable Parts of the Hiſto- 
rians, who went before him ; which he ge- 
nerally does in their own Words, A great 
many Points of Controverſy are treated with 
much Solidity, the Truths of Religion aſ- 
ſerted no leſs from Facts than Arguments, 
and the whole Work planned and executed 
for the Improvement and Edification of a 
well diſpoſed Mind, eſpecially of an Engliſb 
Reader. I readily grant that ſeveral of the 
Memoirs the Author has made uſe of, are 
not ſo authentic as the Accuracy of this Age 
requires; but a too great Facility in admit- 
ting Facts, which ſeem to favour Piety (for 

| the 
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the Miſtakes in this Performance are to be 
charged on this Head) don't hmder it from 
being very valuable. The Variations of the 
Proteſtant Churches, by Beſſuet, informs us of 
many Particulars, m the knowledge of which 


every Engliſb Man is intereſted. There are 


ſeveral curious Anecdotes relating to the 
fame Event, which, as you love Information, 
will fall in your way. Some of F. Perſons's 
Works, Sanders of the Engliſh Schiſm, ſome 
of Lord Caftlemaine's Treatifes deſerve a place 
in this Liſt, The Councils of Great Britain, 
by Sir Henry Spelman are à very noble Col- 
lection, and give a juſt Senſe of the Church 
Diſcipline of this Nation and its ancient 
Piety ; as does Bede's Ecclgfiaſtical Fiftory, for 
the ſhort Period it gives an Account of, which 
is to the Year 731: Though the far greater 
Part is taken up with what happened after 
St. Auſtin's Arrival in 597 ; and what goes 
before. concerning the Britons ſeems deſigned 
by that Yenerable Saxon but as an Introduc- 
tion to what he was to ſay of his own 
Nation. 


ALTHOUGH 
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Al rnoven a great deal of what concerns 
Religious Orders be interwoven with the Ge- 
neral Hiſtory of the Church, and that of 
your own Country, yet, did your Situation 
allow Leiſure for fach an Undertaking, I 
would in the next Place, as I have already 
ſaid, recommend to you a particular Infor- 
mation of what coneerns them. The con- 
ſpicuous Rank they hold in the Hierarchy, 
the great Ornament they have always been 
to the Church, and the many and various 
Benefits the Chriſtian World receives from 
theſe Inſtitutions, make them well deſerve a 
ſpecial Attention. The Order of St. Benedict, 
and that illuſtrious Branch of it which S. 


Bernard brought back to its primitive Spirit, 


claim an uncommon Regard and Veneration 
from all Engliſbmen; the number of Founda- 
tions they poſſeſſed in our Country, the Share 


they had, for ſome Ages, in the Affairs of 


Church and State, the ſignal Services they 
have done to both, and the Saints which 
theſe excellent Schools of Virtue have pro- 
duced, furniſh alone a large and important 
Body of Hiſtory. But though ſuch Works 
cannot be recommended to you at preſent, 

you 
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you may, without allotting too great a Part 
of your Time, make yourſelf Maſter of the 


chief Heads of theſe Matters, from * the 


Origin of Monaſtic Iuſtitutions, and thoſe of 
the Benedictines in particular, by Aubert Le 


Mire, Library-Keeper to Albert and Jabella, 


and one of the moſt religious and knowing 
Perſons in all kinds of Eccleſiaſtical Learn- 
ing the Nether-lands have ever had, I am 
ſorry + the Apoſtleſhip of the Benedictines in 
England, by Reyner, though a very valuable 
Piece, is printed in ſuch a manner as to be 
ſcarcely legible.---Bulteau's . Monaſtic Hiftory 
of the Eaſt is very exact, much eſteemed, and 
little read. His Abridgment of that of the 
Benedictines, though well wrote, had not the 
run which might have been expected. . 


* THERE 1s no Religious Order, ſays the 
* Abbe Lenglet du Freſnoy, which has fur- 
* niſhed ſo much Matter'to Hiſtory, as the 
Society of Jeſus; and none likewiſe which 
© has had more correct and eloquent Hiſto- 


* Origines Monaſtice. Origines Benedictinorum. 
+ Apoſtolatus Benedictinorum in Anglia, 
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© riahs . The Circumſtances of Tithe in 
which God was pleaſed to raiſe up this Body 
of Men in his Church, the wonderful Sancti- 
ty and Wiſdom of their Founder, their ſur- 


priſing and rapid Progreſs, the infinite Good 


they have every where done, either in eſta- 


bliſhing Religion, or reforming the Manners 
of thoſe who were a diſcredit to it, the emi- 
nent Virtue of ſo many of their Members, 
particularly at their Inſtitution, will fix your 
Obſervation and excite your Piety as a Chriſ- 
tian, who intereſts himſelf in the common 
Cauſe of the Goſpel. And as a young Man of 
Parts and Learning, you will have the addi- 
tional Pleaſure of perceiving that this Society 


Alone has produced ſuch excellent and various 
Works in every Branch of ſacred Literature 


(for that only is here in queſtion) that a great 
part of what we have moſt valuable on any 
of theſe Subjects, is owing to the Writers of 
that Body, 


Tux fame Succeſs has attended them in 
the Education of Youth, and Peter Morin, 
who was one of the Reſtorers of Learning 


+ Methade pour etudicr P Hiftoire. T. 3. Art. 27. 
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in the Pontificate of Gregory the XIIIth and 
Sixtus the Vth, gives the following Character 
of them in his Books of the Right uſe f 
Sciences : We have an Inſtance, ſays he, of 


* the right Method of Education in that il- 
* luſtrious Society which is called by the 


Name of Jeſus; the Profeſſors of this Body 
enable thoſe committed to their Care, in a 


few Years, to go through every Branch of 
« ſacred Knowledge, Eccleſiaſtical Antiquities, 
Church Hiſtory, the ancient Divines, the 


Councils, with wonderful Profit and Plea- 
© ſure, and without any further Help than 
their own Induſtry, and the Foundation 
they have laid in their Schools . Car- 


dinal Allen, the Ornament of the Engliſb 


Clergy, has expreſſed his Sentiments in Terms 
no leſs advantageous than thoſe of Morin: 
Pope Gregory the XIIIth, ſays he, has been 


* Exemplo fit. clariſſima nominis Jeſu Societas; quæ 
poſtquam Adoleſcentes aliquot annos his in ſtudiis tenuit, 
eos ita dimittit, ut ipſi, quod ajunt, fine cortice nare, ac 


immenſa Eccleſiaſticæ vetuſtatis volumina . . . veteres Theo- 
logos per fe evolvere et intelligere, perluſtrare Concilio- 


rum varias fanQiones, hiſtoriaſque Eccleſiæ omnes cum ad- 
mirabili utilitate ac voluptate cognoſcere poſlint. Lib. 3. 
do retto Scientiarum uſu. 


« pleaſed 


(51 N. 
« pleaſed to make uſe of the moſt famous 
* Societie.of the Name of Jeſus, in the go- 
vernment of moſt of the Colleges he has 
endowed, to the eternal Good of all People. 


. He likewiſe obſerves, that the Jeſuits, 


« for their exemplar Life and Vertue, for 
their exceeding Exerciſe, Diligence and Dex- 
* teritie in the Education of youth, both in 
Pietie and Knowledge, for their great Learn- 
ing and Diſeretion, and for their other rare 


Graces of God's Spirit, were uſed, to the 
marvelous benefite of the Church, as wel 


by his Holineſle, as other greateſt Princes 
© of Chriſtendom, for Profeſſors in their 
< Univerſities, Reformers of the decaied Man- 
* ners of al Sortes, and moſt exquiſite Maſters 
of al Religion, Devotion, and true Worſhip 
of God *. Lord Bacon ſeems to have been 


of the ſame Opinion; + That excellent 


part of ancient Diſcipline, ſays he, which 
© conſiſts in Education, has been in ſome 
* ſort revived of late times by the Colleges of 
the Jeſuits, in regard of which, and ſome 


* Allen's Apology of the Eng. Seminaries, ch. iii. and vi. 


+ Advancement of Learning. 
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other Points concerning humane Learning, 
and morall Matters, I may ſay, as Ageſlaus 
ſayd of his enemie Farnabaſus, Talis cim 
« fis, utinam noſter eſſes. And in another 
place of the fame Work, he ſays, © On the 
other Hand we ſee the Jeſuites, who partly 
in themſelves, and partly by the Emula- 
tion and Provocation of their Example, 
have much quickned and ſtrengthned the 
State of Learning; we ſee, I ſay, what 
© notable Service and Reperation they have 
done to the Roman See.'—— Morin and 
Allen had no particular Connexion with this 
Society ; and the religious Opinions of the 
other great Perſonage were ſo oppoſite to thoſe 
of the Church of Rome, that nothing but 
Conviction could have drawn from him this 
Acknowledgment in favour of a Body of 
Men, who, amongſt their other Commenda- 
tions, have diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their 
Zeal and Attachment to it. I might add, 
that the flouriſhing State of their Schools in 
moſt Parts of Europe, is an Inſtance of their 
Ability and Induſtry being {till equal to the 
Reputation they at firſt acquired. 


2 ; As 
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As to their Works, Alegambe's * Catalogue 
of their Authors, and Books publiſhed by 


them, which du Freſnoy, in his Method of 


Studying Hiſtory, prefers to any thing that 
has yet appeared of that kind, may be of 
great uſe to you; as Bellarmine's ſhort but 
excellent Treatiſe || of Eccleſiaſtical Writers, will 
give you a proper and ſufficient Light on the 
extenſive Subjects he there examines. Philip 
Labbe has wrote a Philological and Hiſtorical 


Diſſertation on this Work, which is uſefuls 


and much eſteemed. Sixtus Senenfis s + Holy: 
Library is ſomething of the ſame Nature, 
but on a larger Plan than Bellarmine's, as is 
alſo & the Select Library of Poſſevine, and the 
Eccleſiaſtical of - Aubert Le Mire. And if 
there be any Writer, whoſe Character you 
deſire to be informed of, and which is not 
to be met with in the above-mentioned Works, 
you may have recourſe to any other Hiſtori- 
cal Dictionary. Fo my own Part, I have 

* Bibliotheca Scriptorum S. J. 

De Seriptoribus Eccleſ. 


+ Bibli. Sancta. 
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always endeavoured to get a juſt Notion both 
of the Author and his Subject, before I be- 
gan to read the Work; and this, when I 
was not acquainted with the Remark of a 
celebrated Critic v. Two things, ſays he, 
« greatly contribute to keep up our Attention, 
© and let us into the Senſe of what we read; 
© the Knowledge of the Author's Character 
and Subject; for the Diſpoſition- we bring 
to reading, and the Opinion we have im- 
© bibed of the Writer have a greater Influence 
© on our Judgment than is eaſily imagined.” 


Tuts is what I had to ſay on Church Hiſ- 


fory, as well General as Particular. I have 


often thought there is nothing more unprofi- 
table than this Study as it 1s commonly un- 
dertook, whereas nothing would be more uſe- 
ful, was it purſued as it ought to be. To 
ſtudy Hiſtory is to ſtudy the Motives, the 


Duæ res ſunt quæ vehementer & accendunt ad lectio- 
nem, & conducunt ad intellectum voluminis, vita Authoris 
cognita, & operis non ignoratum argumentum. Plurimum 
enim refert quem animum adferas ad legendum, nec facile 
diftu fit quantum in judicando momenti habeat præſumpta 


de homine Opinio. Eraſmus, 


Opinions, 


r 
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Opinions, the Paſſions of Men, in order to 
be acquainted with all their Springs and 
Windings, all the Illuſions by which they 
blind the Underſtanding and ſurpriſe the 
Heart, It is to know ourſelves in other Peo- 
ple; to diſcover in the Wiſe and Virtuous, 
by what we may improve, and in thoſe of 
another Character, what we are to -ſhun ; 
and, in general, how we are to behave in all 
the various Incidents of Life. The reſult 
therefore of this Science is to know Mankind, 
who are the Subject of it. Without theſe 
Diſpoſitions, Hiſtory, even that of the Church, 
will only give us a vain Idea of our own 
Sufficiency, and make us miſtake a very 
trifling and ſuperficial Knowledge for real 


Improvement. 


Books '6f Piety, whenever wrote, being, 
as J have already obſerved, an Appendix to 
the Works of the Fathers; the Lives of all 
holy Men muſt, ſtrictiy ſpeaking, be fo 
many: Branches of Church Hiſtory, no leſs than 
the Perſons themſelves are of that Tree of Life, 
by which the Church itſelf is frequently re- 


; preſented. —S. Bernard's, which was wrote 
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by his Contemporaries and Diſciples, gives us 
the higheſt Idea of the Saint's Actions and 
Virtues, and makes the reading of his Works 
more entertaining and profitable, * The Au- 
thor of the firſt Part, William, Abbot of St. 
Thierry, was one of the greateſt and moſt 
holy Perſonages of his Time, to whom we 
are beholden for that incomparable Treatiſe 
on Solitude, addreſſed to the Carthufians of 
Ment-Dieu, which 1s always printed with 
St. Bernard's Works. The Lives of the 
Saints Ignatius, Xavier, Francis Borgia, and 
Cardinal Bellarmine, by Bohours, Verjus, and 
Friſen, are not only wrote with a Spirit be- 
coming the Sanctity of the Subject, but may 
be juſtly ranked amongſt the fineſt Compoſi- 
tions of the French, or any other Language. 
of Se. Martin by Sulpitius, with his 
Dialogues on the Virtues of the Eaſtern Monks, 
are Proofs that ſacred Subjects admit of all 


the Elegance of the Latin Tongue; as is 


that of Sr. Ignatius, by Maffeus.— There is 
an affecting air of Piety in the Lives of S.. 
Lewis Gonzaga, and John Berchman, by Ce- 


farius; and in that lately publiſhed by Dau- 


* De Vita Solitarid, ad Fratres de Monte- Dei. 
benton, 


. 


benton, of St. J. F. Regis. The Enlight 
ened Shepherd, by Colombiere, joins the moſt. 
ſublime Holineſs to the Innocence and Sim 
plicity of a Paſtoral Life. Thomas 2 Kemps 
has given an Account of ſeveral Canon-Regu- 
lars with whom he lived, in the ſame artleſs 
Stile that recommends his other Works. 
The Life of Mabillon, by Ruinart, his Scholar; 
and that of Leffius wrote by Schoofs, a Canon- 
Regular, though publiſhed by Curtois, cannot 
but pleaſe a religious and learned Reader, — 
That of Don Bartholomew, the holy Arch- 
biſhop of . Brague, repreſents in one Perſon: 
the double Character of a perfect religious 
Man, and a zealous and laborious Prelate: 
It was publiſned by the Dominicans of Paris, 
of whoſe Order he was. — And that I may 
mention the Life of one Saint of the other 
Sex, that of St. Thereſa, wrote by herſelf, 
affords ſuch Inſtances of frequent and ſublime 
Communications of the holy Spirit, as muſt 
neceſſarily improve, raiſe, and refine a Mind 
capable of ſuch Leſſons ; nor can any Work 
be better tranſlated, than this is into French, 
not by D'Andelly, but Chanut.—As all theſe 
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are ce. great Originals, E thall put down no more: 


A curſory View of ſuch Pieces, and which 


does little more than gratify; Curioſity, is not 
the way to reap the Advantage deſigned in 
propoſing them for our Example and Imita- 
tion. They are to be ſtudied with that Ac- 


f curacy and. Attention which Artiſts employ 
an excellent Patterns, to ratſe their awn Ge- 


mus. and bring their Works to the ſame 
Standard.. For I muſt apply to this Sort of 
Reading the ſame. Obſervation I have already 
made on the Freatiſes of Chriſtian. Morality; 


che only Difference between theſe two Kinds 


of Writing being,. that. the former teaches 
by Precept, this by Example.— The Rea- 
ſon we reap ſo little Benefit from our Read- 
ing, ſays a wiſe Heathen *, is becauſe we 
© read only with a view to Know, and do 
not refer our Studies to Action and the 
conduct of our Eives. And Another + 
informs us, that the intent of reading is to 
< raiſe an Emulation of the virtuous Actions 


*. we approve in others, and make our own 


fEpictet. apud Arianum, L. 4. c. 4. 


+ Macreb. L. 5. Satur. c. 1. 
2 Advantage 
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(59). 
Advantage of the Wiſdom: of their Obſer- 
© vations and Sayings.” 


* am now come to the Frurth and laſt 
Branch of Eccleſiaſtical Learning, which is 
Divinity properly ſo called, and as it is diſ- 
tinguiſhed from the Scriptures, Fathers, and 
Church Hiſtory, which in a more juſt, though 
leſs general Acceptation of the Word, make 
up ſo great a Part of all Chriſtian and ſacred 
Knowledge, and conſequently of Divinity. — 
need not inform you that one may be 
Maſter of the Divinity Lectures which are 
given in Schools, and even give an account 
of them in Public, with Applauſe, and yet 
leave the Univerſity very ill provided of that 
Science. And this I know to have been the 
Caſe of ſeveral. A Miſtake in a Thing of 
ſuch Moment cannot be ſufficiently lamented 
in thoſe who have been led into it, or too 
carefully avoided by Perſons who have that 


* Ad divini auctoritatem verbi accedat Thealogica Ratio- 
cinatio, quæ partim & ſacris illis oraculis, tanquam prima- 
ris principiis ; partim ex communibus notionibus, & inſitã 
humanz intelligentiz luce cognitis efloreſcit. Petavius, 
Dog. Theol, Tomo IV. 1.8. c. 7. $3. 
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Career yet to begin. The Origin of it 1 
take to be a Miſ-apprehenſion of what Divi- 
nity really is, which 1s taken up at the firſt 
ſetting out, and holds on to the Journey's 
end. A young Divine is taught to look 
upon it as the Height of Merit in his Pro- 
feſſion to be able to maintain whatever his 
Profeſſor has advanced, and refute or evade 
all the Objections, which are brought againſt 
it. This alone is frequently all the Fruit 
of four Years Application, and is attended 
with great Ignorance of whatever is not con- 
tained in his Profeſlor's Writings. In this 
manner a Reputation of Knowledge is owing 


to the prevailing Miſtakes about it, and Stu- 


dents of very good Abilities have often given 
themſelves little or no Trouble to be learned 
to the Purpoſe, to be truly and uſefully know- 
ing, from a falſe Notion of being ſo already. 


THE Divinity Lectures which are given in 
Schools are but the Out-Lines of this Science, 
which muſt afterwards be filled up, the dif- 


ferent Parts drawn out and diſtinguiſhed, 


the Colouring added, and the whole Piece 
perfected. When this is done, thoſe Out- 
Lines, 


(61) 

Lines, which, as in a Picture, guided the 
whole Work, begin to diſappear, and are at 
length loſt in ſomething more compleat ; and 
the Piece is never ſeen to ſo great an advantage 
as when the Forms by which it was perfect- 
ed, are removed out of fight. You, who 
have already gone through a Courſe of Scho- 
Jaſlic Philoſophy, which is delivered in the 
ſame manner as Divinity, muſt be ſenſible of 
the truth of this Obſervation. 


As I am a great friend to Method and re- 
gular Inſtitutions, I cannot but approve that 
Students in Divinity ſhould write the Heads 
of the ſeveral Subjects they are to learn. 
This Method fixes their Attention and makes 
a much more laſting Impreſſion than Reading 
alone can do: And as it is the received Prac- 
tice in Univerſities, it muſt be looked on as 
the moſt beneficial. Your firſt care therefore 
ſhould be to be well acquainted with your 
Profeſſor's Lectures: Duty and a Deference 
to eſtabliſhed Rules require this, and theſe 


Motives are ſufficient, though others were 


wanting, But then this does not oblige you 
to fit down ſatisfied with the Knowledge theſe 
Lectures 


( 62) 
Lectures convey, and not to ſeek elſewhere 
what may ſupply their deficiency. TheFounda- 
3 tions are laid and the Scaffolds raiſed, and 
e | this ſhould put you in mind to finiſh the 
| Building. If you aſk, how this is to be ef- 
( fected? I anſwer, that a good deal depends 
on the Teacher, but much on the Learner. 
If the Profeſſor, as occaſion ſerved, would 
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read ſome ſhort and remarkable Paſſages of the 
Jak Fathers, and of the moſt able School-Divines 
| | on the ſeveral Subjects of his Leſſons, this 
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variety would awaken the attention of his 
Scholars, enlarge their :Minds, and jprevent 
that narrow and low Way of Thinking on 


os the moſt exalted Matters, which a ſervile 

11 and diſagreeable Attachment to a Profeſſor's 

1 Lectures is apt to produce. Thus, for ex- 
— 


ample, when he treats of the Church, he 
might bring them acquainted with Tertullian, 
concerning Preſcription againſt Heretics; with 
St. Cyprian, on the Unity of the Church; with 
Saint Auſtin, on the true Religion, Vincent 
of Lerins, and Campian's Reaſons given to the 
Uni ver ſity-men. He might on other Oc- 

| caſions diverſify his Lectures by ſome choſen 


{ 63) 
Paſſages of * Eftivs on the Maſter of Sen- 
tences, Which is a moſt excellent Work, and 


quite adapted to the Method of the Schools, 


which, perhaps, have'ſeen nothing more per- 
fect in its Kind; or of Melchior Canus's +, Com- 
mon-Places of Divinity; or of the Councils, the 
Letters of the Popes, of the Theological Works 
of Petavius, Leſſius, du 'Hamel and others. 
hut then he ought to chuſe theſe Paſ- 
ſages with Diſcernment, and make his Au- 
ditory remark their Propriety, Strengh and 
Uſefulneſs ; for otherwiſe the mere reading 
them will be but dry and unprofitable. —Ma- 


billon ſays he knew this Method to have been 
practiſed by a "ny able Profeſſor 872 great 
Succeſs. 


Bur as all the Advantages which can be- 


Teaped from this or any other Induſtry of 
the Teacher will fall far ſhort of the Pro- 
greſs a young Man of good Parts may make; 
his own Diligence muſt make up the reſt. 
Now this is to be compaſſed chiefly by read- 


* Eftius in Magiſtrum Sententiarum. 


I De Licis Theologicis. 
ing; 


ing; and as the Books which have been wrote 


on Divinity are almoſt, in the literal Senſe 


of the word, infinite, your great Care fhould 
be to read ſuch only as are excellent, 


Tur Writers of the Society of Jeſus have 
the advantage to have appeared in the World, 
when uſeful and ſolid Learning was revived, 
after an almoſt univerſal Lethargy of ſome 
Centuries, and to have been themſelves 
ſome of the chief Reſtorers of it. This 
makes the-Language of their eminent Writers 
ſo correct, their Method ſo clear, their Tenets 
ſo exact,” in a word, their Works ſo perfect. 
They likewiſe write uniformly, which is a 
great Help to the Learner. Beſides, thoſe 
amongſt them who have excelled in Eccleſiaſ- 
tical Literature, have had, for the moſt 
part, another ineſtimable Advantage of join- 
ing great Sanctity of Manners to the moſt 
conſummate Knowledge: And their Lives, 
no leſs than their Works, have been the 
. cleareſt Commentaries on the Scriptures, and 
the moſt ſublime Leſſons of Theology. 


I HALL 


8 — 


1 

' I ﬆHALL conſider the Authors I intend to 
recommend to you, with a View tothe Science 
how in queſtion, after having firſt ſaid a 
Word or two in general on the different Man- 


ners of conveying it. There are two 


we Methods of teaching Divinity, one Ancient, 
id, the other Modern: The firſt admits of moſt 
d, of the Ornaments of Diſcourſe; the latter, 
ne more ſevere, ſeems to have laid aſide Elo- 
es quence, and aimed only at being exact and 
is ſubtil. This Difference in the Manner of 
ſs delivering the Science has given qccaſion to 
ts the Diviſton of the Science itſelf into Poſitive, 
. and Speculative or Scholaſtic: The Fr ſt be- 
q ing ſuppoſed to be confined to the Ancient 
e 


Method, the Second to the Modern. Thus 
what Socrates ſays concerning thoſe, who ſe- 
parated Intere/? and Virtue, ſeems, in ſome 
Meaſure, to have happened to them, who 
made this Diſtinction in Theohogy, viz. to 
have made a Divorce between Things which 
were united by Nature, One, however, might 
be very well tempered by the other, and Di- 
vinity become exact without Precifeneſs, and 


+ Natura cohzrentia opinione diſtraxerunt. Cicero. 
F copious 


- tf 
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copious and agreeable without being florid 


and diffuſe. 


Ir is obſerved to the praiſe of St. Atha- 
naſius and ſeveral of the ancient Fathers, that 
they propoſe their Arguments very grace- 


fully, and with great Clearneſs: That their 


manner of reaſoning is cloſe and concluſive; 
that they uſe the moſt proper Terms to ex- 
plain the Myſteries, and clear up Difficulties 
in a plain Manner, and void of thoſe Refine- 
ments which often ſhow the Subtlety of the 
Reaſoner, without elucidating the Subject. 
By this Method the ancient and modern 
Schools of Divinity might be allied, and re- 
ceive a reciprocal Luſtre and Strength from 
each other ; the Latter would be exempt from 
Cavils and Drineſs, and the Former poſleſs 
all their Richneſs with a Diſtinction and Or- 
der, which would inhance their Merit, and 
place it in a more uſeful Light. | 


Wr have an illuſtrious Inſtance of this 
in the Theological Works of Petavius, in which 
 Pojitive and Scholaſtic Divinity, without con- 
\ founding their ſeveral Properties, conſpire to 
: ſet 
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ſet off each other, and are moreover joined 
to all the Advantages of Prophane and Jew:/h 
Erudition. — This great Man treats his Sub- 
ject in the moſt clear and natural Order, 
employs no Terms which can cauſe Ambi- 
guity, advances no Principles which he does 
not purſue, and only reaſons in order to 
conclude. By this Means he intereſts and 
fixes the Attention of a Reader who is diſ- 
engaged from Prejudice, who 1s ſtudious, pa- 
tient, attentive. and reaſonable. When he 
has laid down his Poſitions, he leads his 
Scholar, Step by Step, to all their Proofs, 
bears him company all the way, and does 
not leave him till he is ſatisfied. As his 
Knowledge was, in the ſtrict Senſe of the 
Word, Univerſal, and, as Abbe Olivet ſays, 
beyond the Bounds which Nature ſcems to have 
ſet to Man, and his Genius equal to his Know- 


ledge, his Works are enriched with every 


kind of ſacred Literature, which either An- 
cient or Modern Authors could furniſh. He 
is not fraught wirh the Spoils of the Eaſt on- 
ly, as the Poet ſays of his Hero, but with 
thoſe of the four Quarters of the World : all 


* Ultra humanam ſortem eruditus. Oliver, Pref. in Cic. 


F 2 which 


he) 
which he has digeſted into admirable Order, 
and adorned with an Eloquence truly becom- 
ing the Dignity of his Subject. And as all 
theſe Advantages meet in one Writer, and 
perhaps, in him alone, I am inclined to think 
his Works ſufficient to form a compleat 5Sy/- 
tem of Poſitive and Speculative Divinity, both 
with reſpect to the Copiouſneſs of the Matter 


they contain, and the Method, Penetration, 


and Judgment, with which it is treated: I 


mean, as far as the Work goes; for death 


prevented his finiſhing above half of the Body 
of Divinity, of which he has given the Plan 
at the End of his Preliminary Diſcourſes. | 


AND here it may be ſeaſonable to ſay ſome- 
thing of the different Parts which compoſe 
Divinity; how many and what they are, and 
the Connexion they have with one another, 
You are not to expect an univerſal Agreement 
amongſt the Learned on this Head, and that 
Perſons of great, and even equal Abilities, 
ſhould have the ſame Notions of Order and 
Gradation in this divine Science any more 
than in others. The moſt accurate and full 
Diviſion of it ſeems to be this: That the Firf 

f Part 
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part ſhould treat of the Divine Nature and 
Perfections, conſidered in themſelves, and this 
takes in the Treatiſes of God, his Attributes, 
and of the Trinity. The Second Part con- 
tains thoſe Works which flow from Him, as 
the Author of Nature, and which are two- 
fold, Spiritual and Corporeal ; this Part con- 
tains the Treatiſes of the Angels, the Creation 
of the viſible World, and particularly of Man. 
That moſt excellent Work of the divine boun- 
ty, the Incarnation, by which God, as the 
Author of Grace no leſs than of Nature, com- 
municates himſelf to Man in ſuch a manner 
as to become one Perſon with him, makes 
the Third Part. The Fourth treats of the 
Means and Inſtruments by which the benefit 
of the Incarnation is either conveyed to us, or 
we guided to it; and theſe are the Sacraments 
and the divine Laws. The Fifth ets forth 
thoſe Qualities by which Men and Angels 
become holy and divine, and are fitted and 
prepared for everlaſting Happineſs : theſe are 
Grace, Faith, Hope, Charity, and the other 
Virtues, The Sixth and laſt Part treats of 
what 1s deſtructive of, and contrary to theſe 
Qualities, and this is S/7,——I need not en- 
F 437% large 


(79) 
large on the Propriety and Fulneſs of this 
Diviſion: Reflexion and uſe will let you into 
both. It embraces all the Knowledge we can 
attain to concerning God, and the different 
Relations he bears to his Creatures, and they 
to him: It reaches, in a comprehenſive Man- 
ner, from end to end, and ſweetly diſpoſes all 
Things: and, to make uſe of an Expreſſion, 
in which a Poet and a Heathen has ſet forth 
the Senſe of a Chriſtian and a Divine, it di- 
rects us Þ+ to derive every thing from the ſu- 


preme Being, and to refer every thing to him, $4 

. 

Axp now, to return again to Petavius; : 

I would not be ſuppoſed to recommend him : 

on my own Judgment alone. The ableſt : 

Tritics and moſt learned Men of his own ; 

| Time, and thoſe who have ſince flouriſhed, 4 


have concurred in bearing teſtimony to his 
| fingular merit: Huet, Simon, Grotius, Per- 
rault, Matillon, Henry de Valois, the latter 
| of whom wrote his Life, ſpeak of him as the 
| | moſt extraordinary Perſonage of his Age, to 
| 5 | 


dv ! 


* Tf. ch. viii. 
+ Hinc omne Principium, huc refer Exitum. Hor. 


| ſay 
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ſay nothing of thoſe of his own Body, who 
may be ſuſpected of Partiality. 


AMoxcsr a variety of Encomiums be- 
ſtowed on him, which I have occaſionally 
met with and collected, I ſhall content my 
ſelf with ſetting down two: the firſt is from 
the famous Biſhop of Avranche, Huet, who 
ſpeaks thus #.—* That during the ſtay he 
made at Paris, he read with a particular atten- 
tion the Theological Works of Petavius, which 
© were then juſt publiſhed, and had been re- 
* ceived with great Approbation by the Learn- 
© ed: That being acquainted with the Author, 
and having a great Love and Value for 
© him, he was fo taken up with the Dignity 
© of the Subject, the Elegance of the Stile, 
* and the Erudition which appeared through 


+ Per eos dies, quos in amplificanda Bibliothecà mei 
conſumebam Luletiæ, ad veſperum aliquando domum redux, 
cum partas opes recognoſcerem, hæſi potiſſimùm in pervo- 
lutandis Dogmatibus Petavii, recens editis, quorum magna 
erat apud doctos homines commendatio. Me etenim, qui 
& Authorem noſſem, & amarem, & facerem plurimi, cum 
materiæ dignitas, tum nitor dictionis, & paſſim diffuſa eru- 
ditio, totas noctes tenebant attentum & fixum. Huetius, 
de rebus ſuis, p. 69. | | 

F 4 the 
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the whole Work, that it fixed his Attenti- 
on whole Days and Nights. The other 
Commendation of Petavius I ſhall take from 
the Account he gives of himſelf to Mutius 
Vitelleſchi, Superior General of the Society of 
Jeſus ... * That he had preſented him with 
a Production of his Studies, Three Tomes 
of Theological Works, juſt freſh from the 
© Preſs, wherein he had diſcuſſed that Part 
© of Divinity, which treats of God, the An- 
gels, and the Creation of the World. That 
© he had undertook to write on theſe divine 
© Matters not according to the old Method, 
* which had long prevailed in the Schools, 


| Litterarum tibi munus offero, Theologicorum meorum 
Dogmatum Tomos tres à Prælo recentes ; in quibus Theole- 
giæ partem illam complexus ſum, quæ de Deo, deque An- 
gelis, & Opificio Mundi diſputat. Quam quidem divinarum 
rerum tractationem, non vetere illà & Scholarum uſu trita 
via, ſum ingreſſus: Sed nova, &, quod fine invidia dictum 
ſit, nullius adhuc- veſtigiis impreſsàa. Non enim ſubtilem 
lam, & obſcuris Philoſophiæ tricis involutam Theelgiam 
inſtitui; ſed ingenuam & amcenam, ac de limpidis ac nativis 
Ecripturarum, Cunciliorum, Patrumgue veterum fontibus li- 
quidius profluentem z candemque non horridam ac prope 
barbaram, ſed cultu quodam humanitatis hilaratam atque 


conditam. Peta. Lib. 3. Epiſ. 54. 
© but 
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but on a new Plan, and which (he hoped 
© he might ſay it without Offence) no one 
© had yet attempted. For he had made 
choice, not of a ſubtil kind of Theology, 
* wrapped up in Philoſophical Intricacies, but 
of one that was ingenuous and entertain- 
ing, and flowed from the limpid and na- 
tive Sources of the Scriptures, the Councils, 
and the Fathers. Neither was the method 
he had followed, forbidding and almoſt bar- 
* barous, but lighted up and enlivened with 
© a certain Air of Politeneſs and Humanity. 
A little acquaintance with this Author 
vill let you fee the right he has to be ad- 
dreſſed in the Poet's Words, 


A 


With conſcious Pride, O Man divine! 
Aſſume the Honours juſtly thine: 


Francis's Horace. 


That he ſtands amongſt the Foremoſt on 
the Records of ſacred Fame, and will, in 
all Appearance, verify what the above men- 
tioned fine Genius and celebrated Scholar, 
Huet, has foretold of him, in Terms no lels 
deſerved than pompous: + © All the Schools 


+ Huetiana, 9 76. | 
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© of Divinity throughout the Chriſtian World 


. © reſound with the Name of Petavius, liſten 
* to, and improve from his Leſſons; and he 


* will cantinue to enlighten the Church to 
: the End of Time.“ 


Bur his Works as I have ſaid, taking 
in only Three of the Six Parts of the above 
mentioned Diviſion, that is, not above half 
of the Treatiſes which compoſe a compleat 
Courſe of Divinity; this Deficiency muſt be 
made up from other Writers, and from thoſe 
by way of Preference, who come neareſt to 
his Method and Excellence; for, indeed, he 
ſeems to me to be the Standard of both. 


LESSIUS's Theological Works, will, in 
great Meaſure, ſupply this Want. This Au- 
thor's manner of treating Divinity is neither 


purely Pofitive nor Scholaſtic, but is tempered 


with, and partakes of both. His Penetration 


and Diſcernment place him on a Level with 


Petavius, though his Reading was leſs uni- 
verfal. His Stile is leſs eloquent, or, if you 
pleaſe, has leſs of the Orator, but is of 


greater Uſe in Theological Leilons. He ex- 
2 cels 
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cels in that Perſpicuity and Conciſeneſs which 
is the reſult of extenfive Genius, and having 
thoroughly underſtood and digeſted the Mat- 
ter he treats, No Language can be more 
adapted to convey our own Notions to others, 
and which, on that account, from the Greek 


Idiom, is called Didactic. 


Tur Sanctity of his Life ſurpaſſed his 
Erudition: And there is an air of Piety 
breathed through all he wrote, and an Uncti- 
on which makes the moſt ſublime and ab- 
ſtruſe Subjects affect the Will no leſs than they 
exerciſe, improve and raiſe the Underſtanding. 
When he forces the Reader into Emotion 
and Tranſport, as he frequently does, par- 
ticularly in his Books * on the Divine Perfec- 
lions, tis plain he is ſeiſed with it himſelf, 
It would be ſuperfluous as well as endleſs to 
point out Examples of this kind, becauſe they 
cannot poſſibly eſcape any one who can un- 
derſtand and feel. His Works were ſo ac- 
curate before he ſuffered them to appear in 
Public; ſo finiſhed, as Mr. Pope expreſſes him- 
ſelf, with the patient touches of unwearied Art, 


* De Perfectionibus Moribuſque Divinis. 
| that 
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that afterwards, when they were republiſh- 
ed +, © He neither changed, added, or o- 
* mitted any thing in them, and they appear- 
* ed in the following Editions exactly the 
* ſame as in the firſt. ] ought not to o- 
mit, for the honour of this Author, that one 
of the laſt Actions of our renowned Coun- 
tryman, Sir Walter Raleigh, was to deſire an 
intimate Friend to tranſlate into the Engliſh 
Tongue and publiſh + two celebrated Works 
of Leſſius, as a Teſtimony of the Sentiments 
in which he died. And whoever reads theſe 
Treatiſes, will think the requeſt worthy that 
learned, and gallant, though unfortunate 
Commander. —Surely no two Writers have 
done more towards recalling School-learning 
into the uſe and practice of the World, and 
bringing it into the Company, if I may ſpeak 
1o; of the wiſeſt and politeſt Men, than Peta- 
ws and Leſſius. 


+ Omnia hxc Opera ita ſolide ſemper, etiam ipſi Leſſio 
ſteterunt, ut in eis nec ſententiam, nec apicem mutandum 
ſentiret. De vita & moribus L. Leffii. 


I De Providentia Numinis, & Animi Immortalitate. 


I sHALL 


"> ents”. als - -_ 


LO OY 


= 


(77) 

I sHALL only add one more to theſe great 
Men, and that is Du Hamel, who has wrote 
a Courſe of Divinity, both Speculative and 
Practical, as he terms it, in a very neat and 
judicious Manner; and though this Author 
be no ways comparable, unleſs in the Purity 
of his Language, to either of the above men- 
tioned, yet he has this Advantage over both, 
to have publiſhed a compleat Body of Divi- 
nity, and compriſed it in Seven moderate 
Volumes “. Tournely's Courſe of Divini- 
ty, as I am aſſured, is on the ſame Plan, and 
has all the advantages of Du Hamels, and 
contains moreover a diſcuſſion of ſeveral Points 
which have a nearer relation to the Diſputes 
of the preſent times. But it being contrary 
to my preſent deſign to recommend to you 
any Author with whoſe Works I am not con- 
verſant, I muſt refer you, for this Gentle- 
man's Merit, to thoſe who are acquainted 
with it. 


* Was Divinity ſtudied on fuch Plans as the 
Authors I have ſpoken of have not only laid 
down, but given us Examples in their own 


* Parifiis, apud Michallet ; vid Jaccbæd, anno 1691, 
Writings, 
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Writings, no Study would be ſo noble, ſo 
proper to give the Mind a Chriſtian Elevation; 
or afford ſuch Pleaſure, and be of ſuch uſe to 
the Learner. It would unite, in an eminent 
Degree, all the Advantages of the pureſt Phi- 
loſophy, both ancient and modern; the Po- 
liteneſs of human Literature; a great inſight 
into Church Antiquity, and be the beſt Key 
to the Works of the Fathers and the Scrip- 
tures, The moſt uſeful Treatiſes likewiſe 


of the Canon and Civil Law would have their 


Place, as || Of God, conſidered as a Lau- 
giver, of Laws, of Law and Juſtice ; which 


Subjects have been treated in a very maſter- 


ly manner by two Divines, Suarez and Leſſius; 
the former of whom has no leſs excelled in 
this Matter than in thoſe admirable Books 
* On Religion, which have a nearer Relation to 
Theological Studies; and the Work of the 


other has filled the Cloſets of the Learned in 


the Law, and all the Courts of Judicature in 
Europe, with the Author's Reputation. —How 
pleaſed would a young Divine be to have ſuch 


De Deo Legiſlatore, De Legibus. De Jure & Fuſtitid. 
* De Religiane. 
a Field 


6 
a Field of Knowledge opened to his View, to 
perceive his Mind enlarged by Objects ſo ſuit- 
ed to ſatisfy all its Capacities, and to feel the 
Influence and natural Tendency of this Study 
to ground and improve him in all Chriſtian 


and Religious Accompliſhments! Divinity, 


treated in this Manner, would appear very 
different from that narrow and abject View 
which ſome take of it from the crude Noti- 
ons and barbarous Language, from the low 
Sophiſtry and endleſs Wranglings, the uſeleſs 
and ſuperfluous Diſquiſitions, which have 
ſometimes prevailed in the Schools, and fink 
Theology by clogging it with a load of their 
own . Every ingenuous Diſpoſition muſt 
be ſenſible this could never be the Purpoſe 
of ſo divine a Science, whatever may have 
been the Miſapplication, by any of thoſe who 


profeſs it. It reminds me of that rich and 


beautiful Weapon which was employed to 
the Deſtruction of the Perſon who gave it: 
And of which it was ſaid, with a Delicacy 
which no Tranſlation can reach, 


Interim modus ille commendetur Theologo noſtro, ut, 
quod in cæteris valet, multo magis in divinarum rerum 
commentatione teneat, ne quid nimis. Petavius. 


Non 
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Non hos quæſitum munus in uſus. Virg. L. 4. 


WurRgEAs when we conſider T/ heology in its 


proper Light, it preſents it ſelf to us as de- 
ſerving our moſt ſerious Application; we diſ- 
cover its Dignity and Uſefulneſs, and the 
Preference it claims before all other Sciences, 
and how much it conduces to hinder the 
Soul from debaſing it ſelf by any Purſuit un- 
worthy Faculties capable of ſuch Elevation. 


LESSIUS ſeems to have had a thorough 


Conviction of what I have been ſaying, and 


has very happily expreſſed his Sentiments on 
this Head, in the Dedication of his Theologi- 


cal Works to the Abbot of Liefſe : His Words 


are theſe f. Amongſt thoſe things which 
we ſhould chiefly have at Heart during this 


+ Inter ea quæ homini in hac vita maximè debent eſſe 
curæ, primum meritò locum tenet cognito Divinitatis ; eaque 
non perfunctoria vel aridæ cujuſdam ſpeculationis, ſed ac- 
curata, illuſtris, & efficax, quz vim ſuam etiam in affectum 


- & omnes animæ vires diffundat. Ex hac enim omne bonum 


animi, omniſque ſalutaris diſpoſitio, qua ad perfectionem & 
vitam æternam ſublevamur, tanquam ex uberrimo fonte 
promanat; & fine hac fruſtra ad ſublimem Perfectionis gra- 
dum contendas. 


? 


« Life, 
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Life, the Knowledge of the Deity has the 
« firſt Place. That he does not mean a ſu- 
« perficial and barren Knowledge, but ſuch 
as is accurate, clear and efficacious, and ex- 
© tends its Energy to the Affections and to 
© every Faculty of the Soul. From this, ſays 
« ne, as from a living Source, proceeds all 
© Intellectual Good and every wholeſome Diſ- 
« poſition, by which we are.raiſed to Perfec- 


tion and eternal Life; and without it, tis 


in vain to pretend to any diſtinguiſhed de- 
gree of Holineſs.”——He takes up the ſame 
Subject again towards the end of the Preface 
to the ſame Works; and informs the Reader, 
N That the Method he had followed 
was not altogether Scholaſtic, but ſome- 
* what more free and liberal; and ſuch as 
* did not only clear up the Subject, but place 
it in an advantageous Light, and would 

Modus tractandi non erit omninò Schola/?icus, ſed non- 


nihil liberior, ut res illæ non ſolum utcumque.mtelligantur, 


ſed amplo quodam ac ſplendido modo menti Lectoris obji- 
ciantur, prout idoneæ ſunt non modd ad Intellectum clare 
inſtruendum, verùm etiam ad concitandum in animis affec- 
tum pietatis. Ita enim concipi debent ut mentem admira- 
tione, ſtupore, reverentia, timore, gaudio poſſint afficere. 
Quod non fit, cum in minutiis ac ſubtilitatibus quibuſdam, 
ſolum ad diſputationem comparatis hæretur. 
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affect the Will no leſs than improve the 
* Underſtanding : that theſe Matters ſhould be 
+ ſet forth fo as to raiſe in the Reader, Wonder 
and Aſtoniſhment, Fear and joy; which 
ends could never be gained where the great 
concern is about minute matters and fubtle- 
* ties, which ſeem only calculated for Diſ- 
putes and Cavils. ] muſt deſire you to read 
both the Dedicatioh and Preface, from which 
theſe Citations are taken : they deſerve, in- 
deed, to be tranſcribed _ the beginning 
to the End. 


Tux Preliminary Diſcourſes likewiſe of Pe- 
tavius to his Theological Works are as ele- 
gant and compleat an Inſtruction on this 
head, and the Diſpoſitions a Student is to 


bring to. the Study of Divinity, as you can 
read. 


By a Method Airectly contrary to that I 
have been ſpeaking of, and which the above 
mentioned and ſome other judictous Writers 
have followed, the Study of Divinity, both 
with reſpect to the ſubject matter, and the 


manner of treating it, has frequently dege- 


nerated 
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nerated into fruitleſs Speculation and Conten- 


tion. An infinite number of Queſtions have 


been ſtarted; Objections made to thoſe Queſ- 
tions, and Solutions to thoſe Objections, 
which often don't confute, but diſtinguiſh 
a-freſh, and breed one Queſtion almoſt as 
faſt as they ſolve another, I hope I ſhall give 
no Offence in borrowing an Alluſion from 
Lord Bacon, who brings the Fiction of Scylla 
as a lively Image of this Abuſe of Learning. 
The upper part of her Body -- pope 2 
comely Virgin ; but then— 


Candida ſuccinctam latrantibus inguina monſtris. 


So the Generalities of the Schoolmen, their De- 
finitions, Diviſions, and Concluſions are, for 
a while, fair and proportionable ; but when 
they deſcend into a detail of all the Subtle- 


ties which the reſtleſneſs of human Wit can 


invent in Theological no leſs than in other 
matters, inſtead of a Womb fruitful with 
uſeful Information, and that Viſdam, the 
firſt Character of which, according to &. 
James, is to be modeſt and peaceable, they 
end in Altercation and Clamour. 

* Chap. il. 
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I mvsT confeſs that when I refle& on ſe. 
veral Treatiſes of Divinity which I have look- 
ed into, and ſeveral Diſputations at which I 
have been preſent; I cannot but think the 
following Obſervation of a thoughtful and ju- 
dicious Pagan might frequently be of great 
Uſe both to Chriftians and Divines —* Ariſto- 
* tle, ſays this Author +, has excellently 
< well obſerved, that we ſhould never be fo 
* modeſt and reſerved as when, any thing re- 
* lating to the Deity is in queſtion. For if 
vie enter the Temples with Compoſure, and 
approach to offer Sacrifice with our Eyes 
© caſt down, our Dreſs decent; and every other 
Indication of Reſpect and Awe; with how 
much more Cauſe ought we to obſerve all 
this, when we reaſon on the Divine Nature, 
* leſt through Raſhneſs or Irreverence, we 
either aſſert what we know not, or ſpeak 
© againſt the Truth we know)? | 
+ Egregie Ariſtoteles ait, nunquam nos verecundiores eſſe 
debere, quam cum de Diis agitur. Si intramus Templa 
compoſiti, ſi ad ſacrificium acceſſuri vultum ſubmittimus, 
togam adducimus, ſi in omne argumentum modeſtiæ fingi- 
mur; quanto hoc magis facere debemus, cùm de Deorum 
natura diſputamus, ne quid temere, ne quid impudenter, 
aut ignorantes affirmemus, aut ſcientes mentiamur? Seneca. 
| THERE 
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THERE yet remain two Appendixes of 
Theological Studies, which, though included 
in the Heads already treated, on account of 
their Importance deſerve a particular Conſi- 
deration ; theſe are Caſuiftry and Controverſy. 
Buſembaum has given us a very ſuc- 
cinct and judicious Abridgment of Caſes of 
Conſcience, or Moral Divinity, which has been 
enlarged on by La Croix — The Summary of 
Cardinal Tolet is much eſteemed; and Layman 
brought to the elaborate Work he has publiſhed 
on theſe Matters, all the Succours of Theology, 
and a profound Knowledge of the Canon and 
Civil Law. If theſe, or any other Authors 
of the ſame Society, have ſometimes fallen 
into Errors, the Body (that Wiſdom might be 
juſtified by her own Sons +) has corrected the 
Miſtakes of its Members as ſoon as they were 
ſhown to have gone aſtray, and never main- 
tained Opinions after they were cenſured or 
condemned by proper Authority. The 
Clamour againſt the Moral Divines of the 
Society which was raiſed by the Provincial 
Letters, and ſuch like Libels, had the ſame 
Riſe with a late idle Tale of a Jeſuit-King 


> 


+ Matth. xi. ver. 19. 
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of Paraguay: the former repreſented the Wri- 
ters of that Body as Corrupters of Chriſtian 
Morality ; the latter, as Rebels and Uſurpers. 


- Both Opinions have been propagated, both 


believed, - on motives beft known to the Au- 
thors. For Calumny ſpread, no matter how, 
will frequently prove an Over-match for 
Candour and Truth, till Time has applied 
his Touchſtone, and proved the Temper of 
the Metal. 


AFTER this brief mention of Moral Di- 
vinity, I cannot but deſire you to read * An 
Introduction tothe Canon Law, by Fleury, as con- 
taining a valuable Branch of this Science. In- 
deed, it would not fall in with the Subject of 
this Letter, but as it is grounded on Chriſtian 
Morality : And accordingly the Author has 
eonſidered it as the Study of thoſe Rules we 
are firſt to practiſe our ſelves, and then bring 
others to obſerve, either by Counſel or Deciſion. 
For the Canons are not human Inventions, 
but the chief and ſum of thoſe Maxims and 
Obſervances, which the Apoſtles, inſpired by 
the H. Ghoſt, and their Succeſſors guided by 

* In//itution au Droit Eceleſiaſtique. 
5 the 
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the ſame Spirit, have eſtabliſhed at ſeveral 
Times, and on different Exigencies, from the 
beginnmg of the Church, in order to main- 
tain or reinſtate the Purity of the Goſpel. 


As for Controverſy, beſides the aid that 
Science receives from the other parts of Theo- 
logy, and the copious and incomparable Works 
of the Great Bellarmine, you wall find amon gſt 
the Writers of your own Country ſeveral who 
have diſtinguiſhed themſelves this way, and 
adapted their Writings to the particular Cir- 
cumſtances of the Times they lived in.— Mr. 
Robert Manning muſt be mentioned with ſingu- 
lar Praiſe on this occaſion; and another Au- 
thor ſtill living, whoſe Modeſty, Piety, and 
Learning are fo univerſally acknowledged, 
that Doctor ** is the only Perſon who will 
not know it is Himſelf.—=Boſſuet's Expoſition of 
the Catholic Doctrine undeceives the Reader 
of the abſurd and falſe Tenets which Igno- 
rance, Prejudice and Malice have charged on 
the Church of Rome, and juſtifies her Doc- 
trine by ſetting it in its true Light. The 
Rule of Faith clears up that Cardinal Point 
concerning the Judge of Religious Contro- 
G 4 verſies, 
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verſies, in a manner ſuperior to any thing 1 
have met with elſewhere. — The diſtin- 
guiſhed Talents of F. R. Perſons are too well 
known and admired to need any Mention; 
and his Strength appears no where greater 


than againſt Dr. Barlow, and the Attorney 
General Sir Edward Cooke. 


Ix the Management of Controverſy I have 
two Things to recommend to you: The firſt, 
never to depart from that Temper and Mild- 
neſs with which the Spirit of Chriſtianity al- 
ways inſpires its genuine Defenders: And 
makes them obſerve the Method of Phyſicians, 
who apply unpleaſant Remedies, not to ex- 
aſperate the Patient, but to heal the Diſeaſe. 
Secondly, to confine this Science to ſuch Mat- 
ters only as are of its Diſtrict. —— When 


thoſe who diſſent from us are not enlighten d 


by the ſame Truth with which we are privi- 
leged, their Misfortune calls for our Tender- 
neſs; and is ever to be treated with that 9 
Charity, which is gentle and compaſſionate, and 
by + Lips, which have made a League with 
Humanity. And if ever you enter this Re- 


{ 1 Cor. ch, xiii, } Prov. ch. xxxi. 
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ligious Liſt with any of your own Country, 
Remember good Senſe, good Nature, and a 
diſpoſition to Virtue are the Characteriſtic of 
the Engliſb.— As to the Nature and Extent 
of Civil and Religious Rights, the Goſpel ſeems 
to have regulated their Claims and fixt their 
Boundaries, by commanding its Followers 8 
To give to Czſar the Things which are Cæſar's, 
and to God thoſe that are God's: And by 
thoſe accurate Precepts St. Paul has given 
on this Head, and the Reaſons he aſſigns 
for them . And the primitive Chriſ- 
tians, whoſe Circumſtances were as difficult 
as all the adverſe Powers of Earth united 
could make them, have left us in their own 
Conduct, for above 300 Years, a full and 
plain Commentary on theſe and the like 
Texts +. Excluded by the Laws of the State : 
from any ſhare in public Affairs, they lived 
quietly under thoſe to whom Providence had 


y Matth. ch. xxii. 
* Rom, ch. xiii. 


+ Vita Chriſti & Sanctorum Apoſtolorum & Martyrum, 
veriſſimus Commentarius eſt verborum Magiſtri omnium 
Magiſtrorum. Bellarminus de vii Verbis Domini in cruce pro- 
latis, cap. xiv. 

either 
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either entruſted or permitted them; without 
alledging the Truth of their own Religious 
Tenets, or the Errors of their Rulers, as a 
Plea for Exemption from ſuch Submiſſion. 
Deprived of the free Exerciſe of their Religi- 
on, and of the common Advantages of So- 
ciety, they only reſented the Hardſhips they 
lay under by a Conduct which ſhowed they 
deſerved milder Treatment, Being inſtruct- 
ed by their great Maſter, that 4 His King- 
dom was of another World, they engaged in no 
Faction, or popular Commotion about the 


| Concerns of This: And in their Apologies to 


the Magiſtrates of their reſpective States, they 
defy'd their moſt_ avowed Enemies to charge 
them with any Breach of the public Tran- 
quillity, or Violation of the eſtabliſh d Polity 
of their Country. They were as peaceable 
under a Diocletian as a Conſtantine.— They 
conſidered the Times in which they lived, and 
acquieſced in that Order which had appointed 
them to live in them F— Let me obſerve, 
that the Lenity of a Government gives it a 


t John, ch. xvili. ver. 36. 


$ Meminifſe Temporum, quibus nati ſumus. Tacit. IV. 
Hiſt, 


' panticular 
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particular Right to the like Behaviour from 
all thoſe who live under it, particularly from 
Perſons of equitable and ingenuous Diſpoſi- 
tions. 


AND now having gone through the ſeveral 
Diviſions of ſacred Learning and the Au- 
thors I would recommend to you on each of 
them, I ſhall increaſe the Catalogue by add- 
ing a few, whoſe Works have a great Con- 
nexion not with Divinity alone, but with 
Letters in general. I think you cannot be- 
gin your Studies with a juſter Notion of the 
End, Meaſure, and Extent of them than 
may be gathered from Mabillon's Treztiſe of 
Manaſtic Studies. I don't know ſo uſeful a 
Work, and where ſo much reading is joined 
to ſuch Elegance and Eaſe : it is in two Parts, 
the firſt of which is Hiſtorical, and contains 
the State of Literature amongſt the Monks 
from the earlieſt Times of their Inſtitution 
down to our Days, — The only Objection I 
have to this polite and religious Performance, 
is the frequent recommending on ſacred Sub- 
jects, Writers who abound with Errors and 


Hereſies. It ſeems ſtrange to me that a Per- 


ſon 
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ſon of the Author's Character and Profeſſion 
ſhould think ſuch Advice warrantable or con- 


ſiſtent with his own Principles F. Beſides, all 


ſuch matters, I preſume, have been treated 
with greater advantage by Authors whoſe Doc- 
trine is above any exception; who had their 
ſhare of Learning no leſs than thoſe recom- 
mended by Mabillon, and were moreover en- 
lightened by the Sun of Truth and Righteouſ- 
neſs, 1n compariſon of which the oblique Rays 
of all human Underſtanding, in what regards 
Religion, are no better than Illuſion and 
Darkneſs. — There are likewiſe ſeveral Ob- 
ſervations and Precepts in“ the Methed of 
Studies in the Society of Jeſus, which you can- 
not fail of approving, as being the reſult of 
great Experience and Judgment, as well as of 
+ that Knowledge, which, according to St. 
Paul, is agreeable to Piety. + Monſr. Simon, in 

Lumen mentis humanz Deus eſt, quem qui cognoverit, 


& in pectus admiſerit, illuminato corde Myſterium veritatis 
agnoſcet: remoto autem Deo cœleſtique doctrinà, omnia 


erroribus plena ſunt. Ladtantius. 


* Ratio Studiorum S. J. 
+ 1 Tim. ch. vi. 
t Tome I. ch. iv. 


his 
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his Critical Library, ſpeaks Fee advantage- 
ouſly of this little Book. Lord Bacon's Ad- 
vancement of Learning human and divine is a 
Reach of Genius, beyond any thing, perhaps, 
that our own or any Country can boaſt of : 
He there opens ſo extenſive and fruitful a 
Field of Knowledge, and gives ſuch Directions 
for cultivating it, as the Learned themſelves 
were unacquainted with; till the Perſon, 
whom Mr. Pope calls the Greateſt and Wiſeſt 
of Mankind, made the Diſcovery, and brought 
it to Light. Leuis Vives has wrote & of the 
Cauſes of Decay in Sciences, and of the Method 
of teaching them, with ſuch Judgment, Learn- 
ing and Elegance, as to be eſteemed the beſt 
Critic the Spaniards have had ſince Quincti- 
lian. His Works are not only profitable in 
point of all profane and ſacred Erudition, 
but hkewiſe with reſpect to Religion, in juſ- 
tice to which he lays down this Principle at 
ſetting out *, that Piety is to be the Rule of all 
other Sciences.— The Theological Common- 

De cauſis corruptarum Artium, & de Diſciplints tradendis. 


* Oportet Pietatem eſſe reliquarum Inſtitutionum Cano- 
nem. 


+ De lacis Theolegicis, 
det Places 


—— - > ———— <a 
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riores autem illas & primas non tenere? Sadoletus. 
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Places of Melchior Canus are little inferior in 
Method and Elegance of Stile to thoſe Books 


in which Tully draws the Character of an ac- 


compliſn d Orator. 


Ir is not eaſily to be imagined how much 
ſuch Plans as theſe, and that extenſive and 
univerſal Light in which they place Know- 
ledge, contribute to enlarge the Mind, and 
give juſt Notions of Tenets, Facts, and Au- 
thors ; at the ſame time that they ſhow the 
Relation one Science has to another, and by 
what Coalition the ſeveral Parts of the Whole 
of Knowledge is formed: Which are the 
great Ends of Study, and' the great Fruits of 
Proficiency in it.— For it is a Truth which 
cannot be too much inſiſted on, that nothing 
is more eſtimable than juſtneſs of Mind and 
Diſcernment : All other Qualities have limit- 
ed Uſes; but Exactneſs in judging is of ge- 
neral Uſe in every Branch of Science, in every 
Employment of Life. Thoſe Books there- 
fore which moſt conduce to form our Under- 


* Quid eſt ergd quod vehementius homines in errorem 
inducat & fraudem, quam inferioribus niti rationibus, ſupe- 


ſtanding, 
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| ſtanding, and render it as correct as may 
be, ought to have that Share of our Appli- 
ac- cation they ſo juſtly deſerve; fee all our 
Studies either have, or ſhould have no other 
view. The Generality of Men reaſon 
ch only within a certain narrow Circle, from 
nd Principles impreſſed either by the Authority 
W- of others, or their own Prejudiees. But 
nd the knowing Man, the true Philoſopher, and 
u- much more, the true Divine goes further, 
he and begins higher. He does not ſtop either 
by at the Opinions of other People, or at No- 
ole tions which are received before they are exa- 
he WW mined; he goes up till he has found ſuch 
of fixt Principles and a Truth fo clear that it 
ch cannot be queſtioned; and that being diſ- 
Ng covered, he draws his Conſequences, and ne- 
nd ver departs from them. A Scholar of this 
t- Stamp is not only inſtructed to be clear and 
C- uniform in what he knows, but likewiſe to 
ry be ſteady in his Conduct, unſhaken in his 
e- Reſolutions, though patient in their Execu- 
* tion, even in his Temper, and conſtant in 
Virtue.— This Method of ſtudying is,, in- 
. deed, diveſted of that Noiſe and Show, in 
which the Pride and Vanity of Men dreſs 
g. 1 | up 
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up Learning; but it opens the Way to true 
Knowledge ; it hits the Mark, and at . 
gains the Prone: * | | 


| n is, as I have already intimated, 
another great help to Advancement in Theo- 
logical Studies, which does not at all depend 
on the Student, and that is the Ability of the 
Profeſſor. I wiſh you One whoſe Judgment 
is ſolid and Notions clear; who has ſufficient 
Diſcernment in the Choice of his Matter, 
Order in the Diſpoſition of it, and Language 
to recommend it ſo diſpoſed. — The unpoliſh- 
ed, and even barbarous Stile, in which this 
ſacred Science has been ſometimes delivered, 
can ſurely have no Advantage over Perſpicuity 
and Purity of Expreſſion ; and if it has been 
employed in Theological Matters, in Times 
which were not acquainted with any thing 
better, that can be no more an Argument 
for our continuing the Uſe of it, than to 
pretend we ſhould ſtill build like our Gothic 
Anceſtors, in defiance to all that Harmony 


+ At nos plerique hodie ut omnium rerum, fic litterarum 
intemperantia quoque laboramus ; neg Vitæ ſed Schole diſci- 
mus. Seneca. 
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of Proportion and thoſe Graces of Architec- 
ture, of which Palladio and Fones have revived 
the Rules, and ſet the Example to a happier 
and politer Age. think the Fathers of the 
Church have made it paſt a doubt that all 
the ſpeculative and practical Parts of the 
Chriſtian Doctrine, that is, of the whole ſub- 
ſtance of Theology, may be ſo treated as to 


receive a new Luſtre from the Ability of the 


Writer. The Divines of the Society of Jeſus 
have confirmed this Truth ; which has been 
greatly illuſtrated by the Works of the learn- 
ed Cardinals, Sadoletus, Contareni and Pole, 
Nay, Yida has ſhown that ſuch an Attempt 
may not be, in ſome degree, unſucceſsful in 
Proſe only, 


IT is a pity the Divinity Lectures which 
Maldonatus gave at Paris, were never pub- 
liſhed : They might have been a great Eaſe 
and Benefit both to Profeſſors and Scholars. 
He joined Brevity with Perſpicuity, and in 
the Treatiſe of the Trinity ſurpaſſed himſelf. 
There is a fair MS. Copy of it in the Li- 
brary of the Cathedral of Rouen in Normandy ; 
and it will be worth your while to read the 

H Extract 


IONS — — 
— ye —— — — — — PI 


— — 2 


(98) 
Extract Monſr. Simon + has given of it, as a 
Sample of Excellence in that kind of Writing. 
Having mentioned this Treatiſe, I can- 
not but recommend to a more than ordinary 
Attention Petavius's Preface to his Books on 
the ſame ſublime and difficult Subject, as 
being extremely fine, and worthy a pecu- 
liar Diſtinction even amongſt that Author's 


Works, 


+ I nor you will not think this Syſtem 
of Studies which you deſired of me, compre- 
hends too much, I might ſay a great deal 
to ſhow that the Proficiency I expect from 
you 1s eaſy and gradual, provided you pur- 
ſue it with Conſtancy and Order: That the 
Method I have propoſed, is rather ſedate and 
flow than haſty ; and that every thing ſuc- 
ceeds to thoſe who perſevere. What your 
preſent Situation will allow you only leiſure 
to begin and advance in, may be fully attain- 


+ Sainjore, Bib. Cri. T. I. ch. vi. 


t Quid enim? tam varia, tam multa? inquies. Nihil 
eſt; imo incredibile, quam citd hæc ſuſcipiantur & fiant 
ſi tenor & conſtantia fit, & quiſque dies opus ſuum probet. 
F. Lipſius, Epiſ. ad Hacguevillium. 
- 8 a 
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ed hereafter. For I had a farther View in 
this Letter than that it's Uſe ſhould end with 
your ſtay at the Univerſity, — To excel in 
any Branch of Learning, and eſpecially in 
that Profeſſion which takes in ſo many, re- 


quires great Application beſides Capacity ; 


and as in the latter reſpect Talents have been 
plentifully entruſted to you, you ſhould do 
your part; and ſecond the liberal Hand of 
Providence with regard to the former. To 
finiſh your Studies with a moderate Stock of 
Learning would but ill ſuit your Spirit and 
Parts: You muſt aſpire to ſomething more 
worthy the Importance of the Concern ; 
more worthy yourſelf. Let Information 
and Knowledge be, at beſt, in ſo many others, 
but the late and backward Fruit of the Re- 
mains of Life; but may it be in you the ear- 
ly Acquiſition of undiſſipated Youth, —In 
making you this Compliment, I am to be 
conſidered only as continuing my Subject, 
and indulging my ſelf in the Proſpect of ſee- 
ing you, one Day, a pattern of thoſe Inſtruc- . 
tions, which Friendſhip and Partiality make 
you now think me qualified to give. 


H 2 As 
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As to the Number of Authors, and Varie- 
ty of Matter, 1 might moreover juſtify my 
ſelf by the Authority of Sadoletus, one of the 
beſt Judges in theſe Matters the Golden Age 
of Leo X. Produced. who ſpeaks in the fol- 
lowing manner in his Book on Right Educa- 
tion: * That at the Age at which his Ne- 
phew was, to whom he addreſſes the Diſ- 
courſe, and even afterwards, it was both 
© uſeful and ornamental to be converſant with 
the Characters and Writings of different 
* Authors, becauſe many Things, of which 


* Eſt enim huic ætati, in qua'tu es, & vero etiam con- 
ſequenti, magno ornamento ſimul & emolumeno videre 
multerum ingenia atque ſcripta, quod & multa addiſcuntur 
a multis, quæ ad uſum & manum quotidie oppartuna acci- 
dere poſſunt ; & Lectio varia atque multiplex judicandi 
vim prudentiamque cenfirmat, quæ fi in uno tantum genere 
verſetur, nec habeat quocum id comparet, non delectu ullo 
ad id ſe applicaviſſe, etiam fi fit optimum, ſed caſu & for- 
tuna in illud ſolum incidifle videatur. At nos delectu volu- 
mus & judicio yalere vel maxime ejus Adoleſcentis naturam, 
de quo jamdudum inſiſtimus loqui - - Quod quidem fieri 
fine comparatione plurium non poteſt : quam nobis probandi 
& adiciſcendi potiora facultatem uſus rerum multarum, im- 
primiſque lectio erudita & varia adfert - - - Nec ſolùm egre- 
gia utilitas, ſed maxima quoque deleQatio ex leCtione varia 
percipietur. Sadoletus, de Rectd Inſtitutione. 


daily 
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daily Experience juſtifies the Uſe, were 
thus learnt; and becauſe various and ex- 
« tenſive reading ſharpens the Diſcernment, 
and makes the Judgment more ſteady. That 
* otherwiſe our Comparing Faculties would 
lie idle; and though in the Choice of 
* Things we gave the preference to what de- 
ſerved it, yet this would ſeem the Effect of 
* Chance rather than of ſudgment: And as 
© he deſired the Youth, whoſe Mind he was 
* forming, ſhould be judicious, preferably 
* to any other Commendation, this could 
* never be compaſſed without comparing 
* ſeveral Things together. That a habit of 
* deciding on the fide of Merit could only be 
* acquired by Experience, and particularly 
by that which was derived from various 
and uſeful Reading; the Fruit whereof 
would be no leſs advantageous than plea- 
* fant.” 


* 


* 


I nav? however this Caution to add to 
what the learned Cardinal has here laid down ; 
that it ſignifies much leſs how many, than what 
Works we read; and that this is applicable 
not only to the Books, but to the Knowledge 

H 3 they 
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they communicate: What it is, concerns us 


much more, than how various and extenſive; 
and Virgil's Advice +, Commend a large Farm, 
but cultivate a ſmall one, will, if righty ap- 
plied, hold good in Literature, as well as 
in Huſbandry. - Crowding our Memory is 
no more improving our Underſtanding, than 
loading our Stomachs is increaſing our Stock 
of Health; and we might as well make an 
Eſtimate of the Goodneſs of a Man's Con- 
ſtitution by the Bulk and Circumference of 
his Body, as of his Learning from the uſeleſs 
Load with which his Mind is burthen'd.— This 
manner of knowing by the Memory only, 
does not ſo much as deſerve the name of 
Knowledge: For to know, is to underſtand 
the Subject we ſtudy, and to form a true 
Judgment of it. Now this is very different 
from having our Memory ſtrung, if I may 
uſe the Expreſſion, with an infinite Number 
of Names, Epochs, Quotations, and even 
Events and memorable Actions. Mr: Locke 
has obſerved, that nothing almoſt has done 
more harm to Men dedicated to Letters than 


+ - - - Laudato ingentia Rura 
Exiguum colito. Yirg. 


giving 
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giving the Name of Study to Reading, 
and making a Man of great Reading to be 
the ſame thing with a Man of great Know- 
ledge. A want of Attention to this Reſtric- 


* 


tion of Sadoletus's Advice cauſes Students to 


wander from one Subject and Author to an- 
other, till it fares with them, as Seneca ſays 
of thoſe who ſpend their Lives in travelling, 
+ Who are Gueſts every where, but have no 
where @ Home. 


Now to bring theſe general Reflexions 


home to the Subject of Divinity, I ſhall make 


the Application in the Words of Laeſſius &. 

t Ut multa hoſpitia habeant, amicitias nullas. 

Ne confuſa & vaga lectio fit, aut deſultoria & interrupta. 
Hoc pleriſque evenit ; & yelut ex equo in equum ſe trajiciunt, 
ab hoc Scriptore in alium, ab iſto argumente in illud : quo 
fructu? momentaneæ voluptatis, & ut tempus ſuum, imo 
& ſe, fallant. J. Lipſius, Epiſ. ad Hacquevillium. 


$ Omnia ſic explicentur, ut intelligi poſſit ratio ſingulo- 
rum, & ut locus ingenio & meditationi Lectoris relinqua- 
tur; neque mens multi lectione obruatur. Plus enim il- 
luſtrat mentem, ac potentiùs movet affectum intenta pau- 
carum rerum conſideratio quam multa lectio longuſque 
multorum argumentorum diſcurſus; qui tamen, ubi res 


poſtulat, non deſit. Præf. ad Opuſcula Theol. 
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as to leave no Obſcurity in any part of it; 
* and yet ſo as to leave room for the Reader's 
Genius and Reflexion; whoſe Mind is not 
to be oppreſſed with too much Reading: 
for an attentive Conſideration of a few 
Matters improves the Underſtanding, and 
* ſtirs up the Affections more powerfully than 
much reading and a long Deduction of 
* Arguments : This, however, when the Sub- 
« ject requires it, ſhould not be wanting. 


IF a judicious choice of Authors be the 
firſt and principal Step towards real Improve- 
ment, it is more particularly neceſſary in a 
Matter ſo ſerious and important as the Study 
of Divinity. There is an endleſs Multitude 
of Works on all the Diviſions of this Science, 
wrote with great Gravity and in all the 
Forms of Argumentation, which ſay and 
teach little to the purpoſe; and whoever em- 
ploys his Time and Thoughts on ſuch kind 
of Reading, is much in the ſame Cafe with 
a Huſbandman, who inſtead of cultivating a 
fertile Soil ſhould till barren Sands. 


THOUGH 


Let every thing, ſays he, be ſo explained 


( 205 ) 

Tnovon I am very ſenſible you ought, and 
can allow but very little time to human Litera- 
ture during your Theological Studies, yet I 
would by no Means have you neglect, and 
quite lay it aſide. Some Relaxation may be 
very properly allowed, and that which is 
taken from polite Learning, as it unbends, ſo 
it poliſhes and perfects the Mind, refines and 
gives Vigour to the Imagination, ſtrengthens 
Reaſon, and forms true Taſte and Judgment. 
Sadoletus (for J muſt ſtill borrow Aſſiſtance 
from his Authority) in a Letter to Cardinal 
Pole ſets forth the account we are to make 
of the different Branches of Learning by the 
following Alluſion ; That it is the buſi- 
* neſs of a prudent Economiſt to take care of 
* the Preſervation and Welfare of the whole 
Family, not of ſome one Part only; but 
* ſtill ſo to temper his Care of the Whole, 
that the moſt valuable Parts be chiefly look- 
ed after. When you think fit either to 
renew or enlarge your Knowledge in Philoſo- 


Eſſe boni Patrisfamilias totius Domus tutelam & pro- 
curationem, non unius duntaxat partis gerere; verum ita 


totius, ut potiſſimæ quæque in ea diligentius curentur partes. 


Epiſ. L. viii. Epiſ. iv. 
Phy, 


* 
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phy, beſides the Review of the Lectures you 


have already received, you may read Dy 


Hamel's + Philoſophy adapted to the Uſe of 


Schools,which is an elegant and judicious Work; 
and Experience taught the Jeſuits in their 
foreign Miſſions, that it was of greater Ser- 
vice to them than any other of the kind. 
Strada's * Academical Entertainments, Fenelon's 
Reflexions on Grammar, Poetry, &c, Longinus, 
On the Sublime, and ſuch like Writings will pre- 
ſerve and improve theJuſtneſs of your Notions, 
and rather further than be any hindrance to 
more ſerious Studies, I could read Fuvenct's 
little Book $, of the Method of Learning and 
Teaching, with Pleaſure and Advantage, every 


Year, A late Engliſh Tranſlation of he 


Greek Critic, with Notes and Obſervations by 


Mr. Smith, is a Credit to the Author, and re- 


flects a Luſtre on Longinus himſelf, As con- 
verſant as you are in the Original Language, 
you cannot but be highly pleaſed with this 


Performance. — The Reflextons on the Character 


+ Philoſophia ad uſum Scholæ accommodata. 
t Proluſiones Academic. Reflexions ſur la Grammaire, Ce. 
De Katione diſcendi & docendi. 
of 
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of Tapis, in Virgil, by Dr. Atterbury, are an 
Inſtance of the fineſt and moſt uſeful Criti- 
ciſm, exemplified in one Subject, though ap- 
plicable to a thouſand. _—And who can read 
the Account Mr. Warburton has given of the 
Eleufian Rites, without admiring a ſuperior 
Erudition and Strength of Thought joined to 
equal Delicacy and Correctneſs ? Part of the 
Sixth Book of the Eneid was almoſt as myſ- 


terious as the Rites themſelves of Ceres, till 


this Gentleman, by an Effort of Genius pe- 
culiarly his own, had ſhowed that the chief 
Intent of the Poet was to be explained by 
an Alluſion to thoſe Ceremonies. — You will 
find in ſeveral other ſhort Works of our 
Countrymen as much Diſcernment and Taſte 
as in the moſt celebrated Productions of the 
Ancients, or modern Authors of other Na- 


tions, 


GREAT Care however ſhould be taken that 
theſe youthful Studies do not take up too 
much of our Time; and this not only when 
they would manifeſtly interfere with others 
more ſuited to our State of Life, but after- 


wards when we have more Time, and are 
I free 
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free to employ it as we pleaſe: 8 For we 
© are not to be always learning theſe Things, 
© but to have already learnt them; and only 


© allot them that Time which is unfit for 


Things of greater Conſequence.” 


Tux neceſſity of a foreign Education ren- 
ders thoſe who le under it, for the moſt 
part, very imperfect in their own Language; 
and as this Diſadvantage takes off from the 
Merit of many good and valuable Qualifica- 
tions, and makes Attainments in every Branch 
of ſacred Literature, not only leſs ornamen- 
tal but leſs uſeful, great care ſhould be taken 
to be correct and accurate, at leaſt, in our 
native Tongue. | 


+ My Deſign in this Letter has been to 


Non diſcere debemus iſta, ſed didiciſſe. 
Tamdiu iſtis immorandum eſt, quamdiu nihil animus 
agere majus poteſt. Sen. 


+ Atque hæc omnia, pro rerum quidem magnitudine, 
breviter præſtiti. Nec enim ad diſputationes aut amceni- 
tates me diffudi; ſed preſſis habenis currum hunc, ut ſic 


dicam, continui intra orbitas LA & Actionis. Lipſius, 
Pref. in Doc. Liv. 


I | give 
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give you a right Notion, and trace out ſuch 
a Plan of Eccleſiaſtical Studies as I thought 
moſt conducive to public and private Benefit, 
With this View I have ſet down not only 
what I would have you follow, but likewiſe 
what, in my Opinion, you ſhould avoid : the 
Knowledge of both being equally neceſſary 
to the End I propoſe. have given you 
briefly my Reaſons for whatever I have ad- 
vanced on either of theſe Heads. The Plan 
is drawn, not for Oſtentation, or from Theory 
alone, but from Practice and ſome Experience. 
+ I have opened the Fountains of ſacred Know- 
ledge, deduced the Streams, and directed you 
to follow them in their Courſe, and, above all, 
to obſerve their Effects: And, if I am not 
too partial to my own Way of Thinking, 


you have in this Letter a ſufficient Guide in 


two important Enquiries, the Choice and Me- 
thod of your Studies. — The greater and more 
uſeful Part of what I have taken the Liberty 
to offer, has been drawn from Obſervation 
rather than Reading, and more Deference paid 
through the Whole, to Wiſdom than to 


+ Vis enim & natura rei, niſi perfectè ante oculos pona- 
tur, qualis & quanta fit, intelligi non poteſt. Cic. de Ora. 
Learning, 
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Learning, to Reaſon than to Authority, or 
Cuſtom; and to real and univerſal Uſe, than 
to any other Conſideration. f To Be, rather 
than ſeem to Be, is the Character I would aim 
at, both in my Studies and Manners ; and 
ſhall always look on Learning rather as a 
Means to perfect the Mind, than the Mind as 
an Inſtrument to acquire Learning. —Was I 
to begin again the Study of Divinity, I would 
follow the Method laid down here, and am 
ſo convinced of its Uſefulneſs, that I have 
purſued it for ſeveral Years, and will conti- 
nue to go on with it as long as I live. 
I don't fay this as any Argument of the Ex- 


pediency of the Rule, but of his Candour 


and Sincerity who preſcribes it. 


Bs IDEs your Requeſt, I had another 
View in putting together the Materials of this 
Letter.——It has been an Occaſion of recapi- 
tulating the ſeveral Heads of a Science, which 
very agreeably fills up the leiſure Hours of a 
Country Retirement; and, like a Picture 
drawn from Life (if the Sentiment be not too 


Eſſe quam Videri. 
5 vain) 
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vain) has given me back the Image of my- 
(elf. | 


$ IT has likewiſe afforded me an Oppor- 
tunity of making a grateful, though ſlender 
Acknowledgment to a Body of Men, for the 
Entertainment and Benefit I have received 
from the Writings of thoſe Perſons who have 
been the Ornament of it. 


I HAvE moreover endeavoured to make the 
Studies I have treated of appear no leſs noble 
and agreeable than they are uſeful and ſolid ; 
being perſuaded that the chief Reaſon why 
ſo many young Men apply themſelves to them 
with ſuch Unwillingneſs, at the Univerſity, 
and lay them quite aſide, on leaving it, is, 
becauſe they conſider them in a laborious, 
abſtracted, and barren Light. They are 
tempted to think, it can be of no great Con- 
ſequence to be acquainted with Things which 


oQ 


$ Amicum me toti Societati veſtrz eſſe, quidni profitear ? 
quz prima litteris his aliiſque me imbuit, quæ ſalutaria in 
omnem vitam præcepta dedit & præivit. J. Lipſius, Epiſ. 

ab 14. Raderum. S. J. 
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are taught in a dry and tireſome Manner, 
which are ſeldom the Subject even of ſerious 
Converſation, and have little Relation with 
the Buſineſs and Duties of Life, To this is 
owing that gloomy and diſagreeable Notion 
they entertain of Theology, No Attendant of 
Pleaſure's ſmiling Train is ſuppoſed to wait 
on this divine Science: Her conſtant Com- 
pany is the whole Family of Conſtraint.— 
It has been remarked, indeed, on Method; 
of teaching in general, that they place what- 
ever is Agreeable on one ſide, and what is 
Painful on the other: Drudgery on that of 
Study, and Pleaſure on being relieved from 
it. The Part therefore that a Student takes 
in ſuch Caſes, is, to ſupport the Subjection 


with an ill Grace, and get rid of it as ſoon 


as he can. 


Ir I have any where departed from the 
ordinary Ways of the School, my reaſons for 
doing ſo will, I believe, be my Juſtification 
rather than my Excuſe: For though I have 
no Pretention to apply to the Divine I have 
endeavoured to form, what Cicero ſays of his 

Orator, 
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Orator, * That he had taken the Model; 
not from, common Notions, but from the 
© Rules of true Science, and had collected all 
© the Precepts and Obſervations of the moſt 
excellent Maſters in the Art he was treat- 
* ing of; yet 1 ſhould be wanting to Sin- 
cerity, and even deſerve leſs well of you, did 
I not acknowledge, that I have had an Eye 
to the ſame Original ; and now the Model is 
finiſhed, I ſend it you with a good Will, at 
leaſt, equal to that which accompanied thoſe 
famous Dialogues from the Parent of Roman 
Eloquence to young Lentulus. 


Ir may, perhaps, betray a Weakneſs to 
confeſs, that the Novelty of the Subject has 
conduced, not a little, to make me go tho- 
rough the Performance with Alacrity. For 
though there may be, for any thing I know, 
ſeveral Methods, Treatiſes, and Eſſays on the 
Study of Divinity; it is a Teſtimony I owe 


* Scripſi igitur Ariſtoteleo more Libros de Oratore, quos 
arbitror Lentulo tuo non fore inutiles : abhorrent enim à com- 
munibus præceptis; ac omnem antiquorum & Ariſtoteleam 
& Iſocrateam rationem Oratoriam complectuntur. Ep. 
Fam. 1. 9. 
| I | to 
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to Truth when I tell you, I never ſaw one, 
that has any Affinity with this. And the 
Production, as well as the Conduct of the 
Piece being my own, it has been wrote from 
Perſuaſion and Sentiment ; and, I hope, with 


a View to recommend, not my ſelf, but the 
* 


*I WISE all Clergy-men were, in ſome 
degree at leaſt, bleſt with a ſtudious Diſpoſi- 
tion, as it would go a great way towards 
making them valuable, good, and happy.— 
This turn of Mind would cauſe them to' avoid 
the World and worldly Converſation ; would 
give them a Love of Silence and Retirement, 
and an Eaſe in uniting themſelves with God, 
and finding that Tranquillity they ſought for 
in liſting in his Service. They would be but 
little ſenſible to the Allurements of external 
Objects, and to thoſe Trifles and Improprie- 


* Nulla poteſt nobis eſſe præſtantior actio, neque ad na- 
bn vitamque accommodatior, quam nobis- met- ipſi,, qui 
in ordine rerum ſummum propè & nobiliſſimum genus ſu- 
mus, rec & commod: & convenienter uti; in quo & naturæ 
noſtræ perfectio maximè ineſt, & vitæ vera fælicitas. Sa- 
dol. de laud. Philoſ. : 
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ties which diſgrace the Man and quite de- 


grade the Prieſt. For you will almoſt al- 


ways obſerve, that knowing and judicious 
Perſons, who have inured themſelves to ſeri- 
ous Studies, are little ſubject to theſe Weak- 
neſſes. The Knowledge they are poſſeſſed of, 
is of ſo ſuperior a kind, that it gives them a 
juſt Contempt for numberleſs things they are 
ignorant of, and which are not worth knowing; 
at the ſame time that it takes away all reliſh 
for the low Joys and Pleaſures of the Vulgar. 
They ſee the Emptineſs and Folly of thoſe 
Amuſements, with which little Minds, who 
know nothing and have nothing to do, are 
taken up; and conſider thoſe, who are ad- 
dicted -to them, with the ſame pity as a ſober 
Man does one intoxicated with Liquor. 
It is the ill- inſtructed and unemployed whoſe 
Imagination 1s always wandering and on the 
float : for want of ſolid Nouriſhment their 
Curioſity and Appetites turn to Objects which 
are either vain. or dangerous ; and hence pro- 
ceed-all thoſe Inventions for ſquandering a- 
way Thought and Time, which generally end 
in a forgetfulneſs of God and ourſelves. 
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'WuiLsT we continue at College, the Lei- 
fure and Opportunities of making a Progreſs 
in Learning are ſo great, and the Benefits 
ariſing from ſuch Improvement, ſo conſide- 
rable, that Platus has with reaſon placed them 
amongſt the principal Advantages of a Reli- 
gious State, in a very edifying and entertain- 
ing Chapter on that Subject “. When 
we have finiſhed our Studies, and are left to 
our own diſpoſal, 'tis incredible what Incon- 
veniencies thoſe keep clear of, who are able 
to ſpend their leiſure Hours with Books and 
their own Thoughts. 4 He is truly hap- 
* py, ſays an Talian Philoſopher, who con- 
tent with the Satisfaction that ariſes from 
« Learning and Retirement, lives, as much as 
© he can, within himſelf, and neither deſires 
© or aims at any thing beyond ſuch a Situa- 
< tion.” 


Joh 3 Bon. 


+ Illum ego fælicem inde a puero duxi, qui libris otioque 
literario contentus, intra fortunam vivere didicit, &, quan- 
tim poteſt, in ſeſe habitans, nihil extra ſe ipſum ſuſpirat 
& ambit. Mazzonius. 
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1 Hay they, ſays the Archbiſhop of 

* Cambray, who are diſguſted with violent 
© Pleaſures, and know how to be pleaſed 
with the Sweets of an innocent Life] happy 
they who delight in Inſtruction, and take 
a Satisfaction in cultivating their Mind with 
* Knowledge! Into whatever Situation ad- 
* verſe Fortune may throw them, they al- 
* ways carry Entertainment with them, and 
the Diſquiet which preys on others in the 
© midſt of Pleaſures, is unknown to thoſe who 
can employ themſelves in reading. Happy 
they who love to read!“ 


Tnexkpꝑ is indeed but one Limitation need- 
ful on this Subject, which is, that whilſt 
we neglect nothing that can advance us in 
Literature, we guard againſt that immoderate 
Eagerneſs of it, which is common to Perſons 
of Genius and Application *. This Intem- 
perance of the Underſtanding dries up the 
Spirit and cools the Fervor of Devotion. 


+ Telem. L. 2. 


* Studio Scientiæ flagrantem animum coercuit, tenuit- 
que, quod eſt difficillimum, ex ſapientià modum. Tacit. in 
Agric, | 

I 3 Know- 
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Knowled ge, however valuable, ſhould be 
always ſubſervient to Virtue : This alone has 
a Right to engroſs all our Attention, as it 
alone renders Learning uſeful to promote the 
Glory of God, and our own and our Neigh- 
bour's Salvation and Perfection; which are the 
Purpoſe to which not only our Studies, but the 
reſt of our Occupations are to be referred, —It 
is related as a particular Commendation, in the 
Life of St. Lewis Gonzaga, the Pattern of Reli- 
gious Students, that he carefully avoided this 
Snare. And the pious Author of the Imitation of 
Chriſt, from the ſame Principle, + © cautions us 
* againſt a too great Thirſt of Knowledge, as 
the Cauſe of much Diſtraction and Illuſi- 
on. - But who can read what a celebrated 
Scholar relates of himſelf on this Head, with- 
out taking it as a Warning to avoid ſo blame- 


able 
1 Chr. . T, Co 2. 


t Tranſyerſum rapi me ſinebam deliciis Studiorum, que 
varietate rerum ita oppleverant pectus meum, omneſque 
ejus aditus obſepſerant, ut intimos illos & amabiles Dei 
congreſſus reſpygret. - Qua animi in divinis rebus imbe- 
cillitate & laboravi per tatam vitam, & nunc quoque fre- 
quens illa ac pœnè continua mentis evagantis aberratio ob- 
tundit preces ad Deum meas, omnemque earum fructum 
penitus 


(119) 
able and dangerous an Exceſs ? .I was in- 
< toxicated, ſays he, with the pleaſure I found 
in Learning; and that endleſs Variety which 
it affords, had ſo taken up my Thoughts, 
© and ſeized all the Avenues of my Mind, that 
© I was altogether incapable of any ſweet 
and intimate Communication with God. 
© —— Theſe Wanderings and Indiſpoſition of 
* Mind' have ever been my grand Failing, 
© and they ſtill break in on my Prayers, and 
© quite deprive me of all the Benefit I ſhould 
< reap from them. When I withdrew into 
« religious Retirement, in order to recolleCt 
© my ſcattered Thoughts and fix them on 
* heavenly Things, I experienced a Drineſs 
© and Inſenſibility of Soul, by which the 
* Holy Spirit ſeemed to puniſh this exceſſive 
Bent to Learning and the Indifference I 
had for my Spiritual Advancement.”——An- 
other Conſideration alſo, though of an inferior 
Order, ſhould check this Deſire and keep it 


penitys intercipit. - Cumque ad confirmandos in animo 
meo pietatis ſenſus, concedebam in loca his uſibus oppor- 
tuna - - - Reflantem ſemper expertus ſum divine gratiæ 
auram, quaſi vehementiorem meum in literas impetum, 
ſegnioremque rerum divinarum curam ſtupore hoe Deus 
ulciſci vellet. Huet, Comment. de rabus ſuis, pag. 174. 
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within due Bounds, which is, the Prejudice 
it brings to Health, and to that Freedom of 
Mind, which is preferable to any Progreſs in 
Letters, even thoſe which moſt deſerve our 
Efteem. We ſhould always allow ourſelves In- 
tervals to- exerciſe our Body and entirely un- 
bend our Mind, — This Extreme being avoid- 
ed, it requires no extraordinary Penetration to 
diſcover, that Attainments which take their 
Riſe from juſt and elevated Notions of Theo- 
logy, are purſued with a generous and Chriſtian 
Ardour of Mind, -and end in the real and 
ſubſtantial Advantage which theſe Acquiſiti- 
ons bring with them, are an Object truly 
worthy one of 9 tbe choſen Race and the King- 
Ly Prieſthood. 

Was I to enumerate the various Ills I have 
ſeen cauſed merely from the want of an In- 
clination to read and think, it would make 
too unpleaſing a Picture to have a Place in a 
Letter, which was deſigned for your Infor- 
mation, not as a Cenſure on others. I be- 
lieve you will be more edified with the Re- 
flexions of a religious Man of the Order of 
c ines, who died at Paris in the Year 1495 


$ 1 Pet. ch. ii. 
and 
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and at the end of a Treatiſe he wrote on the 
Studies of Monks, thanks God for having 
always favoured him with the Love of 
Books and Truth, and a Difreliſh of all 
* worldly and exterior Employments. He 
* acknowledges to have reaped, in the decline 


© of Life, very pleaſant and wholeſome Fruits 


from this Diſpoſition, and exhorts the 
young Religious, on his own Example and 
Experience, to make trial of it. He ended 
his days in privacy, after having been raiſed 
to the firſt Offices of his Order, and been de- 
puted into Taly to reform the Monaſteries 
of it. 


Few Things could give me a more ſenſi- 
ble Pleaſure than to ſee you verify in your 
own Perſon a behaviour and temper of Mind 
ſo ſuited both to your Profeſſion and Happi- 
neſs, Experience will convince you that it 
is | A Path, which, though troden only by 
the Judicious Few, goes on, like a ſhining Light 


increaſing till Noon-day. You have only to 


follow it with a conſtant and even Pace. One 
Proficiency will give Birth to another ; and 


Prov. ch, iv. ver. 18, 


the 
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within due Bounds, which is, the Prejudice 


it brings to Health, and to that Freedom of 


Mind, which is preferable to any Progreſs in 
Letters, even 'thoſe which moſt deſerve our 
Eſteem. We ſhould always allow ourſelves In- 


tervals to exerciſe our Body and entirely un- 


bend our Mind, — This Extreme being avoid- 
ed, it requires no extraordinary Penetration to 
diſcover, that Attainments which take their 
Riſe from juſt and elevated Notions of Theo- 
logy, are purſued with a generous and Chriſtian 
Ardour of Mind, and end in the real and 
ſubſtantial Advantage which theſe Acquiſiti- 


ons bring with them, are an Object truly 


worthy one of 9 tbe choſen Race and the King- 
Ly Prieſthood. 8 

Was I to enumerate the various Ills I have 
ſeen cauſed merely from the want of an In- 
clination to read and think, it would make 


too unpleaſing a Picture to have a Place in a 


Letter, which was deſigned for your Infor- 


mation, not as a Cenſure on others. I be- 


lieve you will be more edified with the Re- 
flexions of a religious Man of the Order of 
Celefimes, who died at Paris in the Year 1492, 


F 1 Pet. ch. ii. 
and 
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and at the end of a Treatiſe he wrote on the 
Studies of Monks, * thanks God for having 
always favoured him with the Love of 
Books and Truth, and a Difreliſh of all 
* worldly and exterior Employments. He 
* acknowledges to have reaped, in the decline 
© of Life, very pleaſant and wholeſome Fruits 
* from this Diſpoſition, and exhorts the 
young Religious, on his own Example and 
Experience, to make trial of it. He ended 
his days in privacy, after having been raiſed 
to the firſt Offices of his Order, and been de- 
puted into 7aly to reform the Monaſteries 
of it. 


Few Things could give me a more ſenſi- 
ble Pleaſure than to ſee you verify in your 
own Perſon a behaviour and temper of Mind 
ſo ſuited both to your Profeſſion and Happi- 
neſs, Experience will convince you that it 
is | A Path, which, though troden only by 
the Judicious Few, goes on, like a ſhining Light 
increaſing till Noon-day. You have only to 
follow it with a conſtant and even Pace. One 
Proficiency will give Birth to another ; and 


Prov. ch. iv. ver. 18. 


the 
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the Perfection of ſacred Knowledge, which 
a Perſon. thus qualified aims at, only ſeems 


removed at a Diſtance in order to make him 


more carneſt to attain it. And when he ſtops 
at any. Period of his Life to reflect on the 
Progreſs he has made, he will do it with the 
Satisfaction of a Traveller, who in a long 
and agreeable Journey looks back from an 
Eminence on the Road he has paſt, and re- 
collects the many pleaſing Incidents of it. 


I Have now complied with your Deſire, 
and my Promiſe, of giving you my Thoughts 
on the ſeveral Branches of Science which 
make up the Study of Divinity. My De- 
ſign was, not to put down every thing which 
might be ſaid on this Matter, but only what 
ſuited with your Situation, as one juſt initiated 
in that School. I began the Undertaking 
(to borrow a Figure from Longinus) by re- 
viewing the Forces of my Subject, and cull- 
ing out the F lower of them; that ſo none 
might be placed amongſt what I intended as 
a Select. Body, but thoſe which had a Strength 
and Aptitude to anſwer that end, | 


BEFORE 
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BrroxE I finiſh my Letter I muſt reſume 
the ſame Obſervation with which I began it, 
that all Eccleſiaſtical Knowledge conſiſts in the 
Scriptures, the Fathers, Church Hiſtory and 
Theology: 1 muſt reſume it, I ſay, in order 
to make you remark the Agreement of theſe 
ſeveral Parts with each other, as well as the 
joint Force and full reſult of them all toge- 
ther. The Scriptures, which are the Foun- 
tain of all the reſt, are the Rule and Law 
given by God, concerning what we are to 
believe, hope, and love. The Writings of 
the Fathers, and other Men of Learning and 
Piety, explain and inforce this Law. The 
Church Hiſtorians inform us of the various 
Revolutions which have happen'd to Man- 
kind, with reſpect to the Cardinal Point of 
their Happineſs or Miſery, their Obſervance 
or Violation of the ſame Law. The Lives of 
the Saints are ſo many animated Copies of it, 
* not wrote with Ink on Paper, but ingraved by 
the Spirit of God on the living Tablets of Men's 
Hearts and Actions. Theology, whether Pofi- 
tive or Scholaſtic, is human Reaſon directed 
by the Authority of this Law, and its legal 


* 2 Corinth, ch. iii. 
Expoſitors, 
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Expoſitots, in the ſearch of all moral and 

divine Truths. Caſuiſtry and the Canon Lau 
are a Detail of its ſeveral Precepts, and an 
Application of them to human Actions; and, 
like faithful Guardians, provide againſt the 
Incroachments of Preſcription, Cuſtom, and 
Abuſes, which would infringe or weaken it. 
In fine, Controverſy, like * the Tower of Da- 
vid hung round with a thouſand Shields, all Ar- 
mour of the Mighty, is a Bulwark againſt all 
ſiniſter Interpretations, all Miſtakes and Er- 
rors, which might corrupt or endanger its 
Integrity. 


Tuvs, as you perceive, the Scriptures are 
the Soul of all Ecclefaſtical Learning, and the 
other Branches of it, are ſo many co- exiſtent 
Parts which have a mutual Dependence on 
each other and form a Whole. Their 
Connexion and Relation is as natural and 
eaſy as it is neceſſary. Art ſeems to have 
done no more than join them together, and 
work them into that divine and admirable 
Syſtem, we call Divinity. 


* Solomon's Song, ch. iv. ver. 4. 
Bor 
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Bur the Uſe and Intent of this Science 


reaches beyond mere Information, and was 


deſigned by “ the Word of God, who is the 
Source of Wiſdom on high, to be the Rule of 
our Affections and Manners, much more 
than the Object of our Knowledge. + If we 


know theſe Things, ſays he, we ſhall be bleſſed, 


if we fulfil tbom. The ultimate End to 
which all Learning, but more eſpecially di- 
vine, is to be referred, is the Love of God, 
+ which is the Fulneſs of the Law. And the 
weighty Terms in which the Almighty Law- 


' giver enjoins this Obligation, ſhould be en- 


graved in the Mind of every one who de- 
ſerves the Name of a Divine. & Thou ſhalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, and 
with all thy Soul, and with all thy Might ; and 
theſe Words which I command thee this Day, 
ſhall be in thy Heart, and thou ſhalt think of 
them when thou fitteſt in thy Houſe, when thou 
walleſt in the Way, when thou ligſt down, and 


* Fcduf. ch. i. ver. 5. 
+ John, ch. xiii. ver. 17. 
t Rom, ch. xiii, 


Deut. ch. vi. 
when 
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when thou riſeſt up. Aud thou ſhalt bind them 
for a Sign upon thy Hand, and they ſhall be as 
FTFrontlets between "thy Eyes. And | thou ſhall 
worite them upon the het of = RR) * an 
5 1225 | 


— 


. that now remains is, . we aſk of 
kim. who not only enlightens' every one who 
comes into the World with the Knowledge of 
God; but came [himſelf into it, + % kindle 
in it the Love of him, that he will vouchſafe 
to light up in our Breaſt that holy Flame, 
which never burns ſo ſteadily, as when an 
amproved Underagding? is united mat a pary 
Wart 1 | 


S.- 2 


I am your aftectionate Friend 


R RM „ + » 


FJobn, ch. i. 
+ Luke, ch. Xil, ; 


